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Introduction 
 

"… Midway was indeed an ‘incredible victory’, as great a reversal of strategic 
fortune as the naval world had ever seen, before or since, and a startling vindication of 
the belief of the naval aviation pioneers in the carrier and its aircraft as the weapon of 
future maritime dominance." 
 
John Keegan, The Price of Admiralty: The Evolution of Naval Warfare.  New York: 
Viking, 1989.  p. 211 
 
This is a selected, partially annotated bibliography listing books, periodical articles, web 
sites, and videos related to the Battle of Midway.  Certain entries have brief annotations, 
many of which are taken from annotations in other bibliographies, books, and book 
reviews, when attributed, and directly from library cataloger’s notes when not.  Although 
listings for materials in foreign languages are included, the greatest number of entries is 
for English language materials.  The bibliography is intended to be a tool to assist 
researchers as they study this significant battle, which turned the tide in the Pacific 
theater.  It is not intended as a comprehensive listing of all materials on the topic. 
 
Why are there so many citations to the same titles?  In publishing, history tends to 
repeat itself as well.  It is frequently hard to decide if you’ve read a book … is it a new 
edition by a different publisher, or a new edition by the same publisher, or a reprint of an 
old edition by a different publisher, or a reprint in a series?  We hope this will help. 
 
History has also allowed more detailed research, with more sweeping views.  If we 
found it and it compares Midway with other battles and other places, it’s included too. 
 
The letters "NPS/DKL," followed by location and call number information, identify the 
books held by the Naval Postgraduate School Dudley Knox Library.  Many of the journal 
articles are also accessible in the Dudley Knox Library.  Consult with the reference or 
interlibrary loan departments of your local library for advice on obtaining materials of 
interest to you. 
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BOOKS 
 
Agawa, Hiroyuki.  Huang Hai Chih Chiu: Jih-Pen Hai Chun Ta Chiang Shan-Pen 
Wu-Shih Liu.  Ti 1 Pan.  Pei-ching: Hai chun ch'u pan she, 1989.  392p. 
Chinese translation of Yamamoto Isoroku. 
 
Agawa, Hiroyuki.  The Reluctant Admiral: Yamamoto and the Imperial Navy.  1st ed.  
Tokyo: Kodansha International; New York: distributed in the United States through 
Harper & Row, 1979.  397p. 
NPS/DKL Location:  GENERAL  CT25 .A5 A37 
 

U.S. planes ambushed Yamamoto in April 1943 when he was flying over the Solomon Islands to 
inspect troops.  Agawa believes the decision to attack Yamamoto was in part made by Americans based 
on the misconception that the admiral was a hard-line militarist.  -- Matt Miller, The San Diego Union-
Tribune A-10, December 7, 1991. 
 
Agawa, Hiroyuki.  The Reluctant Admiral: Yamamoto and the Imperial Navy.  1st  
paperback ed.  Tokyo;  New York: Kodansha International, 1982. 397p. 
English translation of Yamamoto Isoroku, with some abridgement approved by the author. 
 
Agawa, Hiroyuki.  Yamamoto: Amiral De La Marine Imperiale Chef De Guerre 
Malgre Lui.  Paris: Editions France-Empire, c1982.  437p. 
 
Agawa, Hiroyuki.  Yamamoto Isoroku.  [Shinsoban].  Tokyo: Shinchosha, 1994.  470p. 
Originally published: Tokyo: Shinchosha, Showa 40 [1965 
 
Alcala, Robert W.  Effective Operational Deception: Learning the Lessons of 
Midway and Desert Storm.  Newport, RI: Naval War College, February 1995.  22p. 
Abstract: The successful application of military deception is guided by the principles of war and by the 
principles of military deception.  In particular, the principles of economy of force and integration serve the 
operational planner by ensuring an efficient use of military deception. Two historical case studies are 
presented to illustrate the degree to which the above principles were applied during the Battle of Midway 
and operation DESERT STORM. The Japanese deception plan failed to adequately incorporate the 
economy of force principle by devoting too many carrier assets to the Aleutian campaign.  Likewise, the 
coalition's amphibious landing deception plan utilized almost an entire division of embarked Marines to 
accomplish what a much smaller force could have done. Additionally, the amphibious deception plan was 
never fully integrated into the overall campaign plan, and indeed, became a deception plan by default. 
Alternative allocations of forces are suggested that would have led to more efficient deception plans, and 
lessons learned are highlighted to promote the consideration of the principles of economy of force and 
integration into future operational planning. 
Electronic access: http://handle.dtic.mil/100.2/ADA293375 
 
Aldrich, Richard J.  Intelligence and the War Against Japan: Britain, America and 
the Politics of Secret Service.  Cambridge; New York: Cambridge University Press, 
2000.  524p. 
NPS/DKL Location:  GENERAL/INTELL  D810.S7 A482 2000 
 
 This exhaustively researched book looks at ‘the politics of secret service during the Far Eastern 
War' and at how the Allied forces' secret war fought the Japanese through the work of S.O.E. and the 

http://handle.dtic.mil/100.2/ADA293375
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American equivalent, the Office of Secret Services.  The author also examines how, after the American 
victory of Midway in June 1942, the two secret services coped with each other, spied on each other and 
helped their relevant governments cope with the inevitable Anglo-American conflicts after the war ended 
…. This study puts a lot of flesh onto the well known conflict between H.M. Government and the U.S. 
Government over the future of imperial power in the Far East: over the decline of the British and the 
growth of the American. -- Anonymous, Contemporary Review 278(1620):62 January 2001. 
 
Allen, Mark W. Midway Submerged: An Analysis of American and Japanese 
Submarine Operations at the Battle of Midway, June 1942. Luniverse Inc., 2011. 
 
Alvarez, David, ed.  Allied and Axis Signals Intelligence in World War II.  London; 
Portland, OR: F. Cass, 1999.  229p. 
NPS/DKL Location:  GENERAL  D810.C88  A45 1999 
 
Alvarez, David J. Secret Messages: Codebreaking and American Diplomacy, 1930-
1945. Lawrence, KS: University Press of Kansas, 2000. 292p. 
NPS/DKL Location:  GENERAL  D810 .C88 A48 2000 
 
Andrieu d'Albas, Emmanuel Marie Auguste.  Death of a Navy: Japanese Naval Action 
in World War II.  New York: Devin-Adair Co., 1957.  362p. 
The section titled “About Midway” tells the whole story: Chapter 10, “The Decisive Moment;” Chapter 11, 
“The Moon is So Bright!;” Chapter 12, “Smoke and Mist.” 
NPS/DKL Location:  GENERAL  D777 .A6 
 
Andrieu d'Albas, Emmanuel Marie Auguste.  Marine Imperiale, Les Flottes Du Mikado 
Dans La Ie Guerre Mondiale.  Paris, Amiot-Dumont, [1954].  240p. 
French translation of Death of a Navy: Japanese Naval Action in World War II 
 
Argyle, C. J.  Japan At War, 1937-45.  London: A. Barker, c1976.  224p. 
 
Astor, Gerald.  Wings of Gold: the U.S. Naval Air Campaign in World War II.  1st ed.  
New York: Presidio Press/Ballantine Books, 2004.  452p. 
Contents: First wings -- War begins -- The engagements begin -- from Tokyo to the Coral Sea -- The 
Midway sideshow -- The Battle for Midway -- Guadalcanal -- Taking the offensive -- Flights back, 
escapes, and rescues -- Antisubmarine warfare -- Invasion hawks and birds of the night -- Aces and 
advances -- Mitscher shampoos and New Guinea -- The Marianas overtures -- The Great Marianas 
Turkey Shoot -- The Battle of the Philippine Sea -- Night fighters and ground support -- The Battle of 
Leyte Gulf: Act I -- The Battle of Leyte Gulf. Act II -- Carrying the fight to the home islands -- Iwo and 
Okinawa -- The endgame -- The last tallyho. 
 
 Accounts of U.S. naval aviation and its epic contributions to victory in World War II fill numerous 
volumes. The subtitle of Gerald Astor's addition to the anthology of such works hints at the mundane, but 
do not be misled. Relying on oral histories and pure literary skill, he tells the naval aviation story in a 
compelling fashion that makes this book special. He lets those who fought the war bring it to life by way of 
their firsthand, I-was-there accounts. Some of the oral histories may have been recounted in other works, 
but they are presented here collectively in a well-structured, chronological fashion that captures the 
electrifying, if often somber, realities of aerial combat.  -- Rosario M. Rausa, United States Naval 
Institute Proceedings 130(9):82-83 September  2004. 
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Ballard, Robert D. and Rick Archbold.  Return to Midway: The Quest to Find the Lost 
Ships from the Greatest Battle of the Pacific War.  Washington: National Geographic 
Society, c1999.  191p. 
NPS/DKL Location:  GENERAL  D774.M5 B35 1999 
 

At first glance, this book looks like an excellent coffee table book, but be assured it is more than 
that. It is an excellent account of the battle and the condition of the Yorktown as it appears 56 years later.  
-- Donald M. Goldstein, United States Naval Institute Proceedings 126(2):98 February 2000. 
 
Ballard, Robert D. and Rick Archbold and.  Return to Midway.  London: Cassell, 1999.  
191p. 
 
Ballard, Robert D. and Rick Archbold and.  Rückkehr Nach Midway [Übers. Ralf 
Friese].  Gebundene Ausgabe.  Berlin: Ullstein, 1999.  191p. 
German translation of Return to Midway. 
 
Barde, Robert E.  The Battle of Midway: A Study in Command.  College Park, MD: 
University of Maryland: (Ph.D.) Dissertation, 1971.  465p. 
 
Barker, A. J.  Middoue.  Tokyo: Sankeisha, [1971].  222p. 
Japanese translation of Midway: The Turning Point. 
 
Barker, A. J.  Midway.  New York: Galahad Books, c1981.  64p. 
 
Barker, A. J.  Midway.  Englewood Cliffs, NJ: Prentice-Hall, c1983.  64p. 
 
Barker, A. J.  Midway: The Turning Point.  [New York]: B[allantine], 1971.  160p. 
 
Barker, A. J.  Midway: The Turning Point.  London: Macdonald & Co, 1971.  160p. 
 
Barlow, Jeffrey G.  Revolt of the Admirals: The Fight for Naval Aviation, 1945-1950.  
Washington: Naval Historical Center, Dept. of the Navy, 1994.  420p. 
NPS/DKL Location: GENERAL  VG93 .B36 1994 
 
Barnes, G. I.  Great Warriors of World War II.  Maxwell AFB, AL: Air Command And 
Staff College, March 1984.  38p. 
Abstract: This student report presents a review, analysis, and comparison of the military strategies of 
Admiral Ernest J. King and Admiral Chester W. Nimitz during the first six months of World War II. Strategy 
is analyzed in the context of the Air Command and Staff College strategy process model and provides 
insight into the application of strategy and the actual process by which it is derived. 
Electronic Access : http://handle.dtic.mil/100.2/ADA145334 
 
Bates, Richard W.  The Battle of the Coral Sea, May 1 to May 11 Inclusive, 1942. 
Strategical and Tactical Analysis.  Newport, RI: Naval War College, January 1947.  
181p. 
Abstract: Setting a precedent in naval history, the Battle of the Coral Sea was the first major naval 
engagement in which the outcome was determined by air operations only; there was no gun action 
between surface ships. The Japanese and Allied forces attempted to destroy each other simultaneously 

http://handle.dtic.mil/100.2/ADA145334
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by means of carrier-based air attacks. Allied and Japanese data are the basis of this record wherein the 
deployment and dispositions of the forces and the important weather factors are addressed and the three 
phases of the battle operations are recounted. Plates and diagrams clarify the course of the action, and 
battle lessons are drawn from the encounter. While the loss of the carrier Lexington represented a serious 
blow to the U.S. Navy, nevertheless this battle was an Allied success and laid the groundwork for 
misapprehensions by the Japanese command, resulting in their thorough defeat at Midway. 
Electronic access: http://handle.dtic.mil/100.2/ADA003053 
 
Bates, Richard W.  The Battle of Midway Including the Aleutian Phase, June 3 to 
June 14, 1942: Strategical and Tactical Analysis.  Newport, RI: Naval War College, 
January 1948.  (XB-91067; NAVPERS 91067).  333p. 
Abstract: The Battle of Midway, a decisive engagement of World War II in the Pacific, was also of major 
importance in naval history. Following the precedent set in the Battle of the Coral Sea, Midway was 
fundamentally an air action. Japan's objective was to extend her eastern frontiers through the seizure of 
the Midway Atoll, and decisively to engage the American Navy under conditions favoring Japan, with the 
Aleutians operation as a diversion posing a threat to Alaska. The United States intent was to end the 
Japanese threat to Hawaii and Japan's offensive action in that area and to reestablish the balance of 
naval power in the Pacific. The outstanding American naval strategical and tactical victory confirmed the 
Allied concept, while Japan's heavy losses forced her to adopt a defensive role and to 
change her fleet organization, emphasizing carriers over battleships. 
NPS/DKL Location:  GENERAL  D774.M5 B37 1948 
Electronic Access: http://handle.dtic.mil/100.2/ADA003054 
 
Bateson, Charles.  The War with Japan: A Concise History.  [East Lansing]: Michigan 
State University Press; London: Barrie & Rockliff, Cresset Press; Sydney, London: Ure 
Smith, 1968.  417p. 
 
Bath, Alan Harris.  Tracking the Axis Enemy: The Triumph of Anglo-American 
Naval Intelligence.  Lawrence, KS: University Press of Kansas, c1998.  308p. 
NPS/DKL Location:  GENERAL/INTELL  D810.S7 B35 1998 
 
 In recent years, the release by various governments of hitherto secret documents relating to the 
Second World War has significantly increased our understanding of the military, naval, and political 
aspects of the conflict. As this fine book demonstrates, nowhere has our understanding been more 
enhanced than in the area of intelligence policy and operations.  Drawing upon declassified intelligence 
records now available in American, Australian, British, Canadian, and New Zealand archives, the author 
provides a detailed and highly readable account of the achievements and vicissitudes of Allied 
cooperation in naval intelligence. Basically, it is the story of how disparate, understaffed, national 
organizations moved (with occasional backsliding) toward cooperation in multinational organizations that 
(usually) rose above parochial interests in order to advance the common effort …. At least until mid-1943, 
when concern for postwar political and strategic advantage began to preoccupy civilian and naval 
authorities on both sides of the Atlantic, the British eagerly took the initiative in pursuing intelligence 
collaboration and the Americans were pleased to benefit from the hard-earned experience of the Royal 
Navy …. the book contributes additional detail and insight. It acknowledges that cooperation did not 
proceed apace in all theaters of war, and it reveals how powerful personalities (for example, Admiral 
Ernest King or Admiral John Godfrey) often advanced or impeded collaboration.  -- David Alvarez, The 
Journal of Military History 63(2):488-489 April 1999. 
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Beach, Edward Latimer.  The United States Navy: 200 years.  1st ed.  New York: H. 
Holt, c1986.  564p. 
NPS/DKL Location:  GENERAL  VA55 .B36 1986 
 

According to Beach, it was not until the attack on Pearl Harbor that the navy shed its peacetime 
lethargy.  But Beach's assessment is too harsh, because there were important accomplishments between 
1920 and 1941. For example, radar was developed then, which gave us a tremendous advantage over 
any enemy.  Naval air power had been extensively developed by such movers and shakers as William 
Moffett, Ernest J. King, Bill Halsey, and Jack Towers. The aircraft, pilots, and tactics that won the Battle of 
Midway, only six months after Pearl Harbor, had not come into being overnight: they had evolved from 
training and development in the pre-war years.  -- Thomas B. Buell, The Washington Post Book World 
5 August 3, 1986. 
 
Bell, P.M.H. (Philip Michael Hett). Twelve Turning Points of the Second World War. 
New Haven, CT: Yale University Press, 2011. 264p.  
NPS/DKL Location:  GENERAL  D731 .B45 2001 
Contents: Hitler's triumph : the collapse of France, May-June 1940 -- 'Finest hour' : the Battle of Britain, 
July-September 1940 -- Operation Barbarossa : the German attack on the Soviet Union, 1941 -- Pearl 
Harbor, December 1941 : the war becomes a World War -- The battle of Midway, 4 June 1942 -- The 
battle of Stalingrad, July 1942-February 1943 -- Convoys and wolf packs : decision in the Atlantic, March-
May, 1943 -- 'The proper application of overwhelming force' : the battle of the factories -- The Teheran 
Conference, 28 November-1 December 1943 : turning point for the Grand Alliance -- D-Day and the 
Battle of Normandy, June-July 1944 -- 'A fateful conference' : Yalta, 4-11 February 1945 -- The defeat of 
Japan and the atomic bombs, 1945. 
 
Belote, James H. and William M. Belote.  Titans of the Seas: The Development and 
Operations of Japanese and American Carrier Task Forces During World War II.  
1st ed.  New York: Harper & Row, [1975].  336p. 
NPS/DKL Location:  GENERAL  D767 .B4 
 

This book supplies a contrast between USN and IJN carriers and carrier doctrine. -- Paul S. Dull, 
A Battle History of the Imperial Japanese Navy, 1941-1945.  Annapolis, MD: Naval Institute Press, 
1978. 377p. 
 
Bennett, Geoffrey Martin.  Naval Battles of World War II.  London: Batsford, 1975.  
253p. 
 
Bennett, Geoffrey Martin.  Naval Battles of World War II.  1st American ed.  New York: 
D. Mckay, 1975.  253p. 
 
Bicheno, Hugh.  Midway.  London: Cassell, 2001.  (Cassell's Fields of battle).  232p. 
NPS/DKL Location:  GENERAL  D774.M5  B53 2001 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://catalog.loc.gov/cgi-bin/Pwebrecon.cgi?SC=Author&SEQ=20010222134655&PID=14649&SA=Belote,+James+H.
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Bischof, Günter and Robert L. Dupont (eds.).  The Pacific War Revisited.  Baton 
Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, c1997.  (Eisenhower Center studies on war 
and peace).  220p. 
Revised papers originally delivered during the annual spring conference held in 1991 at the Eisenhower 
Center at the University of New Orleans; papers given by the editors are not included. 
NPS/DKL Location:  GENERAL  D767 .P334  
 
 While American and Japanese specialists doing research on the Second World War will find only 
parts of this The Pacific War Revisited useful, it is important to remember that professional academics are 
not the only individuals interested in history.  A good deal of the general public in the United States gets 
their understanding of the past from documentaries on cable television or from motion pictures.  Parts of 
the public do read, though, and it seems that the editors at the LSU Press hope to market and sell copies 
to a general audience.  As such, it is a good tool to make people stop and think about this conflict more 
than they would if they are watching television.  Collectively, the chapters in this compilation cover a wide 
range of issues about the American experience in the Pacific and run counter to popular and widely held 
views.  These essays are solid, adequate pieces of scholarship, and the fact that many of them are 
recycled or condensed versions of larger projects does not make the ideas and issues presented in them 
any less valid than those found in those other venues.  For these reasons, we who teach courses that 
cover the conflict in some manner should consider assigning this book to out students. -- Nicholas Evan 
Sarantakes, Department of History, Texas A&M University-Commerce.   
http://www.h-net.org/reviews/showrev.cgi?path=702911854065 
 
Blond, Georges.  Le Survivant Du Pacifique: L'odyssée De l'Enterprise.  Paris: 
Presses de la Cité, 1973.  308p. 
Originally published: Paris: A. Fayard, 1957. 
 
Boei Kenshujo (Japan). Senshishitsu.  Middoue Kaisen.  [Tokyo]: Asagumo 
Shinbunsha, [1971].  657p. 
Edited by the National Defense College, Tokyo. 
 
Boling, James L.  Campaign Planning: A Doctrinal Assessment through the Study 
of the Japanese Campaign of 1942.  Fort Leavenworth, KS: Army Command And 
General Staff College School of Advanced Military Studies, May 1997.  68p. 
Abstract: This monograph assesses the adequacy of current United States joint campaign planning 
doctrine within the context of conventional operations between similar forces within a theater of war. The 
study focuses on five key doctrinal planning concepts -- center of gravity, decisive points, operational 
reach, balance, and branches and sequels. A case study of Japanese campaign planning efforts at the 
beginning of 1942 and the retroactive application of selected joint doctrine planning concepts to these 
efforts is the method and medium of inquiry.  Japanese operational planning in 1942 contained a number 
of complex and difficult challenges.  These challenges present a rigorous test for current doctrine.  
Historically, this process resulted in the disastrous attempt to invade Midway Island.  Joint doctrine is 
assessed as adequate if its application to 1942 Japanese planning would have resulted in the 
development of a campaign plan potentially more successful than the historical Midway operation.  This 
paper concludes that the rigorous application of current joint doctrine by the Japanese to the planning for 
the 1942 campaign would have resulted in the production of a more thorough, resilient, and potentially 
more successful plan.  Joint campaign planning doctrine, a way to think about warfare, would have 
overcome the challenges involved in planning this campaign. 
Electronic access: http://handle.dtic.mil/100.2/ADA331176 
 
 
 

http://www.h-net.org/reviews/showrev.cgi?path=702911854065
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Boyne, Walter J.  Clash of Titans: World War II at Sea.  New York: Simon & Schuster, 
1995.  381p. 
NPS/DKL Location:  GENERAL  D770 .B675 1995 
 

If Boyne has a message to convey, it seems to be this: By their diplomacy of appeasement and 
their penny-pinching on naval budgets, the American and British politicians of the years between the 
world wars almost ensured their nation's defeat when war came.  American carrier planes were 
obsolescent and the torpedoes they launched failed to explode.  At Midway, only six of 41 U.S. torpedo 
bombers survived, and not one of their torpedoes did any damage to Japanese warships.  The lives of 
these American aviators were squandered.  -- David Smith, The Associated Press, August 11, 1995 (BC 
cycle). 
 
Boyne, Walter J.  Clash of Wings: Air Power in World War II.  New York: Simon & 
Schuster, c1994.  415p. 
NPS/DKL Location:  GENERAL  D785 .B69 1994 
 

Boyne is at his best recounting the years when airpower was still inchoate, and sheer luck (as at 
Midway), sheer bravado (the unsung Soviets as well as the RAF's Fighter Command) and sheer ingenuity 
(the Luftwaffe's defense in depth of German airspace) turned a defiant thumbs up.  But if Hitler had three 
chances for victory, the Japanese had only one for staving off defeat. After the battle of Midway, 
American airpower became both true and total, and the Japanese naval and army air arms succumbed to 
the preponderance of American industrial might.  -- Robert Andersen, Chicago Tribune TRIBUNE 
BOOKS 6 October 30, 1994. 
 
Bradley, John H. and Jack W Dice.  The Second World War: Asia and the Pacific.  
[Garden City Park, NY]: Square One Publishers, 2002, 1984.  (The West Point Military 
History Series).  328p. 
Contents: Toward a new order in the Far East -- from Versailles to Pearl Harbor: development of the 
American Armed Forces -- "East wind, rain": Japan strikes -- Centrifugal offensive: Japan victorious -- 
Waltzing Matilda: the early Carrier War -- Legacy of Midway: the Jungle War -- Atolls, volcanoes, and 
carriers: Nimitz strikes -- "I shall return" -- China-Burma-India: the war for East Asia  -- Allied victory: 
toward a newer order in the Far East. 
Originally published: West Point, NY: Dept. of History, United States Military Academy. 
NPS/DKL Location:  GENERAL  D767 .B73 1984 
 
Bresnahan, James C. Refighting the Pacific War: An Alternative History of World 
War II. Annapolis, MD: Naval Instuite Press, 2011. 275p. 
Contents: Seeds of conflict -- Peace or war, 1941 -- December 7 : Pearl Harbor -- Rising sun, December 
1941-April 1942 -- Turning the tide, spring 1942 – Decisive battle: Midway I -- Rising sun eclipsed :  
Midway II -- Island of death: Guadalcanal -- Beginning of the end, 1943-1944 -- A terrible climax, 1945. 
 
Brown, J. D.  Carrier Operations in World War II.  London, Allan, 1968-.  2 v. 
Revised edition has author as David Brown. 
NPS/DKL Location:  GENERAL  D785 .B8 PUB.1968 
 
Brown, J. D.  Carrier Operations in World War II.  Revised ed.  London: Allan; 
Annapolis, MD: Naval Institute Press, 1974- .  2 v. 
Contents: v. 1. The Royal Navy. Rev. ed. -- v. 2. The Pacific navies, Dec. 1941-Feb. 1943. 
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Brown, Thomas F., III.  Rear Admiral Thomas F. Brown III, United States Navy 
(retired) / oral history conducted by Joseph Smith.  Washington, DC: Oral History 
Program, Naval Historical Foundation, 2004.  43 l.   
"Oral history conducted by Joseph Smith, 5 March 2002, 24 March 2002.” 
NPS/DKL Location:  FEDDOCS  D 221.6/5:B 76 
 
Buchanan, A.R., ed.  The Navy's Air War, a Mission Completed.  New York, London: 
Harper & Brothers, [1946].  432p. 
NPS/DKL Location:  GENERAL  D790  .U56 
 
Buderi, Robert.  The Invention That Changed the World: How a Small Group of 
Radar Pioneers Won the Second World War and Launched a Technological 
Revolution.  New York: Simon & Schuster, c1996.  575p. 
NPS/DKL Location:  GENERAL  TK6574.2  .B84 1996 
 

The first half of his book makes a strong case that the atomic bomb only ended WWII--it was 
radar that won it.  Radar tipped the balance in the Battle of Britain, at Midway and in the Solomons….  In 
the second half of the book, he devotes half a dozen chapters to biographical sketches of key, albeit little 
known, participants in the wartime radar program.  -- Genevieve Stuttaford, Publishers Weekly 
243(35):86 August 26, 1996. 
 
Budiansky, Stephen.  Battle of Wits: The Complete Story of Codebreaking in World 
War II.  New York: Free Press, c2000.  436p. 
NPS/DKL Location:  GENERAL  D810 .C88 B83 2000 
 

In June of 1942, Adm. Isoroku Yamamoto, commander-in-chief of Japan's combined fleet, 
launched a massive assault on Midway Island. The mission’s aim was to draw U.S. aircraft carriers into 
battle, devastate an American naval opponent still reeling from Pearl Harbor and force America to accept 
a negotiated settlement of hostilities….  Three months earlier, U.S. Navy codebreakers at Pearl Harbor 
had finished breaking Japan's naval code, an astonishing feat that turned the tide in the Pacific Theater. 
Nimitz beat Yamamoto to the punch with aircraft from the Yorktown and the Enterprise and destroyed four 
Japanese aircraft carriers and 300 planes in a single day. Yamamoto turned and ran, never again to seize 
the offensive.  -- Vernon Loeb, The Washington Post BOOK WORLD T09, February 11, 2001. 
 
Buell, Harold L.  Dauntless Helldivers: A Dive-Bomber Pilot's Epic Story of the 
Carrier Battles.  New York: Orion Books, c1991.  348p. 
 
Buell, Thomas B.  Master of Sea Power: A Biography of Fleet Admiral Ernest J. 
King.  1st ed.  Boston: Little, Brown, c1980.  609p. 
NPS/DKL Location:  GENERAL  CT11.I4 B95 
 
Buell, Thomas B.  The Quiet Warrior: A Biography of Admiral Raymond A. 
Spruance.  [1st Buell, Thomas B ed.].  Boston: Little, Brown [1974].  486p. 
 

Some of the best works in the Pacific war are the biographies of leading actors in the conflict. 
Here again, it's hard to make a choice because there are many good books … my personal vote goes to 
Thomas E. Buell's The Quiet Warrior: A Biography of Admiral Raymond Spruance (1974) on the naval 
side….  Buell's work, to which he brought the technical knowledge of an experienced sea officer, not only 
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Midway...and More / Lecture by John Arquilla / presented by the Dudley Knox Library 
and the NPS Foundation to commemorate the Battle of Midway, June 7, 2001.  
Monterey California: Naval Postgraduate School / [2001].  (Midway lecture series, no. 
7).  1 Videocassette (VHS) (approx. 59 min.). 
Abstract: "This lecture explores the consequences of Midway on three levels: for its effect on the course 
of operations in the Pacific theater; for its overall impact on the rest of the Second World War; and for its 
role in curtailing Japan's drive for world power and instead ushering in an American-led "Pacific Century." 
NPS/DKL LOCATION:  5000151  MEDIA_RM 
 
 John Arquilla earned his degrees in international relations from Rosary College (BA, 1975) and 
Stanford University (MA, 1989; Ph.D., 1991). He is an associate professor of defense analysis at the 
Naval Postgraduate School in Monterey, California.  His teaching includes courses in the history of 
special operations, international political theory, the revolution in military affairs, and information age-
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conflict.  He has written "Lessons from the War with Saddam Hussein" (RAND, 1991), Dubious Battles 
(Crane Russak, 1992), and "from Troy to Entebbe" (University Press of America, 1996), and is best 
known for his collaborative RAND studies with David Ronfeldt, notably "Cyberwar is Coming!" (1993) and 
"The Advent of Netwar" (1996). 
 
Pearl Harbor to Midway / hosted by Eric Sevareid and Edwin Newman. [S.l.]: Atlas 
Video, c1989.  Videocassette (VHS) (45 min.). 
 
 From the series V For Victory--How America Fought And Lived, Pearl Harbor to Midway follows 
America as it plunges into global war using carefully selected newsreels. 
 
Perilous Fight: America's World War II in Color / Co-production of TWI, Carlton and 
KCTS/Seattle, [Arlington, VA]: PBS DVD Video, p2003.  1 DVD (220 min.): sd., col.; 4 
3/4 in 
 
 Special features: excerpts from four original World War II documentaries including a Pearl Harbor 
re-enactment and "The Battle of Midway" by John Ford; "Meet the Enemy" and "The last bomb." 
 
The Planes of Midway / lecture by E. Roberts Wood / presented by the Dudley Knox 
Library and the NPS Foundation to commemorate the Battle of Midway, May 24, 2001.  
Monterey California: Naval Postgraduate School / [2001].  (Midway lecture series, no. 
5).  1 Videocassette (VHS) (approx. 59 min.). 
Abstract: Professor Bob Wood compares the numbers and types of aircraft used by the U.S. and 
Japanese forces at Midway and the influence these characteristics had on the engagement.  He 
discusses armament, range payload, airspeed, manueverability, armor, and technology factors for each 
of the major aircraft types employed by both sides and their ultimate effectiveness.  Differing aerial tactics 
such as the well-known "Thach Weave" are also addressed. 
NPS/DKL LOCATION:  5000149  MEDIA_RM 
 
 Professor Wood's career has been split between industry and academia. He holds Bachelor's and 
Master's degrees in engineering from Cornell, as well as a Doctorate in Engineering Mechanics from 
Yale.  He served as Adjunct Professor for ten years at the University of California, Los Angeles while 
working in industry in the Los Angeles area.  In industry he held key engineering positions at Sikorsky, 
Lockheed, Hughes Helicopters, and was Director of Aeromechanics fo McDonnell Douglas Helicopters for 
the AH-64 Apache Program.  He has held tenured faculty positions at Georgia Tech, Cal Poly San Luis 
Obispo, and most recently with the Aeronautics and Astronautics Department at the Naval Postgraduate 
School. 
 
Remembering the Battle of Midway. Pentagon Web Radio. Four-part audio webcast 
series.  
Electronic access for webcast and podcast 
http://www.dodlive.mil/index.php/2009/06/remembering-the-battle-of-midway/  
  

The entire four-part series, “Remembering the Battle of Midway,” spans from the Doolittle 
Raid, to the significance of the Battle of Coral Sea, and ends with the Battle of Midway 
 
Savannah. The Battle of Midway / directed by James Darren.  Spelling Entertainment 
Group, Inc., 1996.  1 videocassette (VHS).  Episode Number 22. 
 

http://www.dodlive.mil/index.php/2009/06/remembering-the-battle-of-midway/
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Turning Points of the Second World War / ITN; produced by Edward Lindfield; 
reported by Michael Nicholson.  Great Britain: [s.n.], c1990; United States: WETA-TV, 
1990-11-09.  1 videocassette (VHS) (approx. 60 min.). 
 
 Film footage from World War II illustrates the three key battles which turned the tide of the war in 
favor of the Allies: the battles at Midway, Stalingrad and El Alamein. 
 
Uncle Sam: The Movie Collection, Volume 2 / [presented by] the Chudwig Group in 
association with Mossyrock Productions.  Ashland, OR: Chudwig Group, Inc., 2000.  1 
videocassette (130 min.).  [Chudwig Group, Inc. CG1002] 
 
 Includes Battle of Midway / director, John Ford; narrator, Henry Fonda (1942, col., 18 min.), a 
documentary on the Battle of Midway including footage of naval and aerial operations. 
 
Victory at Sea: Design for War; Pacific Boils Over; Sealing the Breach; Midway Is 
East, Volume 1 / Los Angeles: Embassy Home Entertainment, 1986.  Videocassette 
(VHS). 
 
 Originally released by NBC in 1952 as a 26-part documentary TV series.  A documentary film 
about World War II featuring the high points of the war on land and sea from September 1939 to 
September 1945 as recorded in footage taken by Allied and Axis combat photographers. 
 
The Video Encyclopedia of The 20th Century, Volume 7 / New York: CEL 
Communications, 1986.  1 Videodisc (CAV) (120 min.). 
 
 A collection of motion pictures and videotape recordings documenting the social, political, and 
cultural history of the 20th century.  This volume includes the Pacific battles of Midway, Guadalcanal, and 
Tarawa. 
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WEB SITES 
 
General sites 
 
The Battle of Midway, produced by Chris Hawkinson 
http://www.centuryinter.net/midway/  
 
Battle of Midway: 4-7 June 1942 [from Naval Historical Center] 
http://www.history.navy.mil/faqs/faq81-1.htm 
 
International Midway Memorial Foundation 
http://www.immf-midway.com/ 
 
The Battle of Midway: Turning the Tide in the Pacific (Midway Atoll) 
http://www.cr.nps.gov/nr/twhp/wwwlps/lessons/90midway/90midway.htm 
 
Midway Islands' Undaunted Defenders by William B. Allmon 
http://www.historynet.com/midway-islands-undaunted-defenders-may-96-world-war-ii-
feature.htm 
 
Pacific Naval Battles in World War II [from the Imperial Japanese Fleet page] 
http://www.combinedfleet.com/map.htm 
 
The Battle of Midway Island, June 3-7, 1942.  Pacific War [from 
HistoryAnimated.com] 
Animation sources: Shattered Sword: The Untold Story of the Battle of Midway, Jonathon B. Parshall and 
Anthony Tully, Potomac Books (December 15, 2005) -- Midway: The Battle that Doomed Japan, the 
Japanese Navy's Story, Mitsuo Fuchida, Bluejacket Books (March, 2001) -- Miracle at Midway, Gordon 
W. Prange, Penguin (Non-Classics); Reprint edition (November 17, 1983) -- The Two-Ocean War: A 
Short History of the United States Navy in the Second World War, Samuel Eliot Morison, Galahad Books 
(November, 1997). 
http://www.historyanimated.com/MidwayPage.html 
 
Return to Midway [Robert Ballard’s National Geographic expedition to find the USS 
Yorktown] 
http://www.ngeo.com/midway/ 
 
Stopping the Tide: The Battle of Midway, 4 - 6 June 1942 
Prelude, Battle, Epilogue – [from The Pacific War: The U.S. Navy, A Website Created 
by Tim Lanzendörfer] 
http://www.microworks.net/pacific/battles/midway.htm 
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Individuals 
 
American 
 
LCDR Richard Halsey Best – In His Own Words 
http://www.immf-midway.org/narrative.html 
 
Capt. Marion E. Carl [USMC] -- Ace 
http://www.westnet.com/~ssherman/usmc_carl.html#top 
 
Admiral Frank Jack Fletcher 
http://www.history.navy.mil/photos/pers-us/uspers-f/fj-fltr.htm 
http://www.microworks.net/pacific/biographies/frank_fletcher.htm 
 
LT George H. Gay, Jr. 
http://www.history.navy.mil/photos/pers-us/uspers-g/g-gay.htm 
 
Fleet Admiral William Frederick Halsey, Jr. 
http://www.history.navy.mil/photos/pers-us/uspers-h/w-halsy.htm 
http://www.microworks.net/pacific/biographies/william_halsey.htm 
 
Fleet Admiral Ernest J. King 
http://www.history.navy.mil/photos/pers-us/uspers-k/ej-kng.htm 
 
Admiral Thomas Cassin Kinkaid 
http://www.microworks.net/pacific/biographies/thomas_kinkaid.htm 
 
Captain N.J. "Dusty" Kleiss: A Dive Bomber Pilot's Personal Recollections of the 
Battle of Midway 
http://www.burtonia.com/ww2/kleiss/ 
 
LCDR C. Wade McClusky [US Navy] 
http://www.cv6.org/company/accounts/wmcclusky/ 
 
LT E. Scott McCuskey [US Navy] - Midway Ace 
http://www.westnet.com/~ssherman/usn_mccuskey.html 
 
Fleet Admiral Chester W. Nimitz 
http://www.history.navy.mil/photos/pers-us/uspers-n/c-nimitz.htm 
http://www.microworks.net/pacific/biographies/chester_nimitz.htm 
 
Captain Joseph John Rochefort, Officer in Charge (OIC) of Station Hypo in Pearl 
Harbor – NSA Hall of Fame 2000 Inductee 
http://www.nsa.gov/about/cryptologic_heritage/hall_of_honor/2000/rochefort.shtml 
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Admiral Raymond Ames Spruance 
http://www.history.navy.mil/photos/pers-us/uspers-s/r-sprnc.htm 
http://www.microworks.net/pacific/biographies/raymond_spruance.htm 
http://www.thehistorynet.com/wwii/bl-raymond-spruance/index.html 
 
Admiral Raymond A. Sprucnace: Modest Victor of Midway 
http://www.historynet.com/admiral-raymond-a-spruance-modest-victor-of-midway.htm  
 
Oral Histories of the Battle [Naval Historical Center] 
http://www.history.navy.mil/faqs/faq81-8.htm 
 
LT Joseph P. Pollard, MC, USN Medical Officer aboard USS Yorktown (CV-5) 
http://www.history.navy.mil/faqs/faq81-8a.htm 
 
CDR John Ford USNR [Oscar-winning Hollywood producer and Chief of the Field 
Photographic Branch of the Office of Strategic Services (OSS)] 
http://www.history.navy.mil/faqs/faq81-8a.htm 
 
LT George H. Gay, Jr. USNR [Sole Survivor of Torpedo Squadron 8] 
http://www.history.navy.mil/faqs/faq81-8c.htm 
 
Torpedo Squadron Eight 
http://centurytel.net/midway/Carrier_Squadrons/Torpedo_Eight/in_color.html 
 
Sumner H. Whitten: Interview with World War II SBU2U-3 Pilot 
http://www.historynet.com/interview-with-world-war-ii-sb2u-3-pilot-sumner-h-whitten.htm 
 
Japanese 
 
Vice Admiral Nobutake Kondo [Naval Historical Center] 
http://www.history.navy.mil/photos/prs-for/japan/japrs-kl/n-kondo.htm 
 
Vice Admiral Takeo Kurita 
http://www.history.navy.mil/photos/prs-for/japan/japrs-kl/t-kurita.htm 
 
Vice Admiral Chuichi Nagumo [Naval Historical Center] 
http://www.history.navy.mil/photos/prs-for/japan/japrs-n/c-nagmo.htm 
 
Admiral Isoroku Yamamoto [Naval Historical Center] 
http://www.history.navy.mil/photos/prs-for/japan/japrs-xz/i-yamto.htm 
 
Combined Fleet [includes images of Yamamoto, Nagumo, Mikawa, and 
Yamaguchi] 
http://combinedfleet.com/officers 
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Images, Photographs and Video 
 
Battle of Midway/ Index of Midway/Photos  
http://www.centuryinter.net/midway/index.html 
 
Naval Art from the Battle of Midway [Navy Art Collection] 
http://www.history.navy.mil/ac/midway/midway1.htm 
 
Online Library of Midway Images [Naval Historical Center] 
http://www.history.navy.mil/photos/events/wwii-pac/midway/midway.htm 
 
 
Maps 
 
Battles of Coral Sea and Midway, 1942 [U.S. Military Academy] 
http://www.dean.usma.edu/history/Atlases/WorldWarTwoAsia/WorldWarTwoAsia.html 
 
Marines at Midway by R.D. Heinl, Jr. [see bottom of the page for map links] 
http://www.ibiblio.org/hyperwar/USMC/USMC-M-Midway.html 
 
Pacific Naval Battles of World War II 
http://www.combinedfleet.com/map.htm 
 
The Pacific and Adjacent Theaters, 1942 [U.S. Naval Cryptologic Veterans 
Association (NCVA)] 
http://www.usncva.org/clog/images/pacific-theater-1942.jpg 
 
 
Reports and Documents 
 
Battle of Midway “AF is Short of Water” – How Cryptology Enabled the United 
States to Turn the Tide in the Pacific War. 
http://www.nsa.gov/about/cryptologic_heritage/center_crypt_history/publications/battle_
midway.shtml 
 
“A Priceless Advantage: U.S. Navy Communications Intelligence and the Battles 
of Coral Sea, Midway, and the Aleutians by Frederick D. Parker [US Cryptologic 
History series] 
http://www.nsa.gov/about/_files/cryptologic_heritage/publications/wwii/priceless_advant
age.pdf 
 
Cryptologic History of the Battle [Naval Historical Center] 
http://www.history.navy.mil/faqs/faq81-3.htm 
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First Report to the Secretary of the Navy Covering Our Peacetime Navy and our 
Wartime Navy and Including Combat Operations up to 1 March 1944 (Issued 23 
April 1944) by Admiral Ernest J. King, Commander in Chief, United States Fleet, 
and Chief of Naval Operations 
http://www.ibiblio.org/pha/cno/cnorpt_1.html 
 
Marines in World War II Historical Monograph.  Marines at Midway by Lieutenant 
Colonel R.D. Heinl, Jr., USMC, Historical Section, Division of Public Information, 
Headquarters, U.S. Marine Corps, 1948. 
http://www.ibiblio.org/hyperwar/USMC/USMC-M-Midway.html 
http://www.au.af.mil/au/awc/awcgate/usmchist/midway.txt 
 
Online Action Reports of the Battle [Naval Historical Center] 
http://www.history.navy.mil/faqs/faq81-4.htm 
 
Commander in Chief, U.S. Pacific Fleet, Serial 01849 of 28 June 1942 [main report 
of ADM Nimitz] 
http://www.history.navy.mil/docs/wwii/mid1.htm 
 
Commander in Chief, U. S. Pacific Fleet, Serial 01753 of 21 June 1942 -- 
http://www.history.navy.mil/docs/wwii/mid2.htm 
 
Commander Cruisers, Pacific Fleet, of 14 June 1942 -- 
http://www.history.navy.mil/docs/wwii/mid3.htm 
 
Commander Task Force SIXTEEN, Serial 0144-A of 16 June 1942 -- 
http://www.history.navy.mil/docs/wwii/mid4.htm 
 
Commanding Officer, USS Hornet, Serial 0018 of 13 June 1942 -- 
http://www.history.navy.mil/docs/wwii/mid5.htm 
 
Commanding Officer, USS Enterprise, Serial 0133 of 8 June 1942 -- 
http://www.history.navy.mil/docs/wwii/mid6.htm 
 
Commanding Officer, USS Yorktown, report of 18 June 1942 -- 
http://www.history.navy.mil/docs/wwii/mid7.htm 
 
Commander Task Group 17.4 (Commander Destroyer Squadron SIX) Serial 094 of 
12 June 1942 – 
http://www.history.navy.mil/docs/wwii/mid8.htm 
 
Commanding Officer, USS Hammann Serial 2 of 16 June 1942 -- 
http://www.history.navy.mil/docs/wwii/mid9.htm 
 
Bombing Squadron SIX ACA report for 4 June 1942 -- 
http://www.history.navy.mil/docs/wwii/mid10.htm 
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The Tide Turns: Doolittle Raid, Coral Sea, Midway, Aleutians 
http://www.ibiblio.org/hyperwar/PTO/TideTurns/ 
 
From HyperWar: World War II on the World Wide Web 
Compiled and formatted by Patrick Clancey 
http://www.ibiblio.org/hyperwar/ 
 
USS Enterprise (CV-6) Battle logs and Actions reports 
http://www.cv6.org/ship/logs/default.htm 
 
Action Report (Serial 0133) 4-6 June 1942-- 
http://www.cv6.org/ship/logs/action19420604-133.htm 
 
Action Report (Serial 0137) 4-6 June 1942 -- 
http://www.cv6.org/ship/logs/action19420604.htm 
 
Bombing Squadron Six Action Reports – 4-6 June 1942 by LT Richard H. Best -- 
http://www.cv6.org/ship/logs/action19420604-vb6.htm 
 
Scouting Squadron Six Action Report – 4-6 June 1942 by LT Earl Gallaher -- 
http://www.cv6.org/ship/logs/action19420604-vs6.htm 
 
 
Composition of Forces and Losses 
 
Losses at the Battle of Midway June 3-7, 1942 [International Midway Memorial 
Foundation] 
http://www.immf-midway.org/midwaylosses.html 
 
Naval Actions and Losses 1942 
http://www.wolftree.freeserve.co.uk/Naval/Naval_Actions_WW242Pac.html 
 
Order of Battle: Battle of Midway and Aleutians 3-7 June 1942 
http://www.navweaps.com/index_oob/OOB_WWII_Pacific/OOB_WWII_Midway.htm 
 
Naval Forces at the Battle of Midway June 4, 1942 [International Midway Memorial 
Foundation] 
http://www.immf-midway.org/midwayforces.html 
 
American 
 
Composition of U.S. Forces [Naval Historical Center] 
http://www.history.navy.mil/faqs/faq81-5.htm 
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United States Order of Battle at Midway 
http://www.microworks.net/pacific/orders_of_battle/midway_usa.htm 
 
American Aircraft 
 
Brown-Shoe Navy: U.S. Naval Aviation (Planes, Crews, Squadrons) 
http://www.microworks.net/pacific/aviation/index.htm 
 
Consolidated PBY Catalina 
http://www.microworks.net/pacific/aviation/pby_catalina.htm 
 
Douglas TBD Devastator 
http://www.history.navy.mil/photos/ac-usn22/t-types/tbd.htm 
http://www.aviation-history.com/douglas/tbd.html 
http://www.microworks.net/pacific/aviation/tbd_devastator.htm 
 
Douglas SDB Dauntless 
http://www.microworks.net/pacific/aviation/sbd_dauntless.htm 
 
Grumman F4F Wildcat 
http://www.history.navy.mil/photos/ac-usn22/f-types/f4f.htm 
http://www.microworks.net/pacific/aviation/f4f_wildcat.htm 
 
Grumman TBF Avenger 
http://www.microworks.net/pacific/aviation/tbf_avenger.htm 
 
American Ships 
 
USS Enterprise [CV-6 – Aircraft Carrier] 
http://www.cv6.org/ship/big_e.htm 
http://www.navsource.org/archives/02/06.htm 
 
USS Hornet [CV-8 – Aircraft Carrier] 
http://www.history.navy.mil/photos/sh-usn/usnsh-h/cv8.htm 
http://www.navsource.org/archives/02/08.htm 
 
USS Nautilus [SS-168 -- Submarine] 
http://www.history.navy.mil/photos/sh-usn/usnsh-n/ss168.htm 
 
USS Yorktown [CV-5 – Aircraft Carrier] 
http://www.history.navy.mil/photos/sh-usn/usnsh-xz/cv5.htm 
http://www.navsource.org/archives/02/05.htm 
http://www.microworks.net/pacific/ships/carriers/yorktown.htm 
 
Allied Fleet Carriers of the Pacific War [See Enterprise, Hornet, and Yorktown] 
http://www.angelfire.com/fm/odyssey/allpaccarriers.htm  
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