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“The officers of the United States 
Navy were the first to use 
torpedoes, submarines, sea 
planes, airplane carriers, antennae 
mines; the first to develop electric 
propulsion for naval vessels; the 
first to conceive the all big-gun ship 
and the torpedo plane...technical 
initiative is vital to success in war.” 

Commander William S. Pye
Testimony delivered June 3, 1920,

U.S. Senate Subcommittee on Naval Affairs

TA#%0+1+"%C+*%BE""#@#%
0)()$D%#-$#*#'%$A#%0+1+"%C+*%BE""#@#%)-%37;;=%':*)-@%+%L#*)E'%EG%)-$#-/#%/#"G6/J*:H-2%Q2%$A#%0+12%+/%)$%
#U+()-#'%)$/%J+L+Q)")H#/%+-'%EL#*+HE-/%':*)-@%CE*"'%C+*%MK%!E""EF)-@%$A#%F+*=%)-%3737=%.#J*#$+*2%EG%
$A#%0+12%9E/#LA:/%^+-)#"/%A+'%JE(()//)E-#'%+%/$:'2%EG%E`J#*%L*EG#//)E-+"%'#1#"EL(#-$%$A+$%
Q#J+(#%S-EF-%+/%$A#%d-EU6d)-@6N2#%c#LE*$=%/E%-+(#'%GE*%$A#%QE+*'I/%(#(Q#*/%66%BE((E'E*#%
^:'"#2%d-EU=%B+L$+)-%X*-#/$%9K%d)-@%+-'%BE((+-'#*%C)"")+(%.K%N2#K%

^+-)#"/%'*#F%G*E(%$A)/%/$:'2%$E%/:LLE*$%A)/%J+/#%GE*%#UL+-/)E-%EG%+'1+-J#'%#':J+HE-%+-'%$E%*#EL#-%
$A#%NE/$@*+':+$#%^#L+*$(#-$%EG%$A#%0+1+"%&J+'#(2=%FA)JA%A+'%Q##-%J"E/#'%':*)-@%$A#%F+*K%?#%+"/E%
*#-+(#'%)$%$A#%,K.K%0+1+"%NE/$@*+':+$#%.JAEE"K

0+1+"%M-/H$:$#%F+->''9"),&%L:Q")/A#'%$A#%d-EU6d)-@6N2#%c#LE*$%)-%37;>K%TA+$%/+(#%2#+*=%BE((+-'#*%
N2#%/#*1#'%+/%E-#%EG%$A#%0+12I/%#UL#*$%F)$-#//#/%$#/HG2)-@%F)$A%.XB0&i%^+-)#"/%':*)-@%$A#%.#-+$#%
BE(()j##%E-%0+1+"%&k+)*/I%)-1#/H@+HE-%EG%CCM%-+1+"%EL#*+HE-/K%N2#%L*#/#-$#'%+%'#$+)"#'%/:((+*2%
EG%$A#%d-EU6d)-@6N2#%[E+*'%$E%/:LLE*$%^+-)#"I/%J+/#%GE*%)-J*#+/#%G:-')-@%EG%+'1+-J#'%#':J+HE-%+-'%
*#/#+*JAK

&W#*%@*+':+HE-%G*E(%$A#%0+1+"%C+*%BE""#@#=%0)()$D%Q#J+(#%JA)#G%EG%/$+k%$E%BE((+-'#*%[+j"#%
!E*J#/%a"+$#*%*#'#/)@-+$#'%BE((+-'#*%)-%BA)#G=%,K.K%!"##$bK%M-%37;8=%Q#J+(#%$A#%l*/$%L*EG#//E*%EG%
-+1+"%/J)#-J#%+-'%$+JHJ/%GE*%$A#%-#F"2%GE*(#'%c_TB%L*E@*+(%+$%$A#%,-)1#*/)$2%EG%B+")GE*-)+%+$%
[#*S#"#2K%

0)()$D%FE:"'%+'1+-J#%Y:)JS"2%$E%!"+@%*+-S%+-'%AE"'%/#1#*+"%(+fE*%JE((+-'/%)-%$A#%#*+%EG%$A#%cE+*)-@%
TF#-H#/%+-'%$A#%]*#+$%^#L*#//)E-K

!"#$%&'()*+',-./0/&'12%3-0$'4*$$%35*)6'7'8/39-:%6



0)()$DI/%.$*+$#@)J%i)/)E-%GE*%0N.%%%
M-%37\7=%&'()*+"%0)()$D%Q#J+(#%BA)#G%EG%$A#%[:*#+:%EG%0+1)@+HE-%F)$A%Q*E+'%*#/LE-/)Q)")H#/%$A+$%
*+-@#'%G*E(%F+*%L"+--)-@%$E%E1#*/)@A$%EG%$A#%0+12I/%+'1+-J#'%#':J+HE-%L*E@*+(/K%?#%"+$#*%')/J://#'%
$A)/%L#*)E'%EG%JE((+-'%)-%+%3785%L#*/E-+"%"#j#*%$E%i)J#%&'()*+"%BA+*"#/%gK%Z#"/E-=%L*#/)'#-$%EG%$A#%
C+*%BE""#@#K%

TA#%"#j#*%Ek#*/%+%*+*#%@")(L/#%)-$E%0)()$DI/%'##L%
L#*/E-+"%)-$#*#/$%)-%0N.%+-'%$A#%C+*%BE""#@#K%

0)()$DI/%"#j#*%JA*E-)J"#/%A)/%%/$*+$#@)J%1)/)E-%+-'%
+JHE-/%)-%37\7%$A+$%FE:"'%+"$#*%$A#%JE:*/#%EG%
A)/$E*2%GE*%$A#%0+1+"%NE/$@*+':+$#%.JAEE"%+-'%Q#@)-%
+%L*EJ#//%EG%F+*H(#%$*+-/GE*(+HE-K

?#%F*E$#V%OCA#-%M%Q#J+(#%BA)#G%EG%[:*#+:%EG%
0+1)@+HE-%)-%9:-#%37\7%6%(2%l*/$%+J$%F+/%$E%/#-'%
GE*%$A#%[:0+1%C+*%N"+-/K%TE%(2%AE**E*%6%M%"#+*-#'%
$A+$%E-%h^I%^+2%6%)$%F+/%L"+--#'%$E%J"E/#%'EF-%$A#%
0+1+"%C+*%BE""#@#%+-'%$A#%0+1+"%NE/$%]*+':+$#%
.JAEE"%)-%E*'#*%$E%L*E1)'#%E`J#*/%GE*%+-%#UL+-')-@%
!"##$%6%+/%F+/%'E-#%E-%h^I%^+2%GE*%CCMKP

TA#%-+H1#%T#U+-=%FAE%Q#@+-%A)/%0+12%J+*##*%Q2%
JA+-J#=%')'%-E$%A#/)$+$#%$E%+J$V%OM%)((#')+$#"2%
J+-J#""#'%$AE/#%L"+-/%+-'%L*#L+*#'%GE*%#UL+-'#'%
J"+//#/%+$%QE$A%$A#%C+*%BE""#@#%m%NK]K%.JAEE"KP

0)()$DI/%'#J)/)E-%)((#')+$#"2%/#$%0N.%E-%+%-#F%
JE:*/#K%N*#1)E:/%+JHE-/%$E%@:$%$A#%L*E@*+(%F#*#%
*#1#*/#'K%&-'=%+/%$A#%,-)$#'%.$+$#/%(EQ)")D#'%GE*J#/%
)-%$A#%+W#*(+$A%EG%$A#%9+L+-#/#%+j+JS%+$%N#+*"%
?+*QE*=%/$:'#-$%LEL:"+HE-%+$%0N.%J")(Q#'%$E%-#F%
A#)@A$/K%?)/%F+*%L"+-%FE:"'%:"H(+$#"2%"#+'%$E%$A#%
/JAEE"I/%(E1#%$E%ZE-$#*#2K

!"###$%&$'%&()*+%)&,$'-(&()
./'00&0)'1###2#3#)4.5++/#6

$%&'"()*+'&,"-.%/0%'"1+*+02
-.+%34"56'%&6"73"1&8+9&:7;

<6;%"!=>=

!"#$%&'()*+',-./0/&'12%3-0$'4*$$%35*)6'7'8/39-:%6



0)()$D=%d)-@=%N2#%+-'%.L+-+@#"%
c+L)'%+'1+-J#/%)-%()")$+*2%$#JA-E"E@)#/%+-'%J+L+Q)")H#/%F#*#%A+""(+*S/%EG%CE*"'%C+*%MMK%X*-#/$%9K%d)-@%
A+'%Q#JE(#%$A#%BA)#G%EG%0+1+"%_L#*+HE-/%+-'=%GE*%$A#%l*/$%+-'%E-"2%H(#%)-%0+12%A)/$E*2=%$A#%B0_%F+/%
+"/E%BE((+-'#*6)-6BA)#G%EG%$A#%,K.K%!"##$K

,LE-%d)-@I/%'#+$A%)-%9:-#%3758=%E*&/"),.-)%F-&.%*#LE*$#*%9EA-%0E**)/%F*E$#V%O!"##$%&'()*+"%X*-#/$%
9E/#LA%d)-@%F)""%@E%'EF-%)-%A)/$E*2%+/%$A#%(+-%FAE%JE((+-'#'%$A#%@*#+$#/$%/#+%GE*J#%#1#*%+eE+$%6%
$A#%CE*"'%C+*%MM%,-)$#'%.$+$#/%0+12%EG%7;=>>>%/A)L/=%R3=>>>%L"+-#/%+-'%GE:*%()"")E-%(#-K

d)-@=%FAE%A+'%Q##-%+%/$+:-JA%+'1EJ+$#%GE*%$A#%0+1+"%
NE/$@*+':+$#%.JAEE"%/)-J#%)$/%#/$+Q")/A(#-$=%FAE"#A#+*$#'"2%
/:LLE*$#'%0)()$DI/%1)/)E-+*2%F+*%L"+-%GE*%0N.%+-'%$A#%C+*%
BE""#@#K%

&-'=%+/%B0_=%A#%-EF%L:/A#'%GE*%(E*#%@+)-/%E-%$A#%
#':J+HE-%G*E-$%#1#-%+/%A)/%0+12%L"+--#'%J+(L+)@-/%+-'%
GE:@A$%@*:#")-@%Q+j"#/%)-%$A#%N+J)lJ%+-'%&$"+-HJK

)-%#+*"2%37RR=%d)-@%+//)@-#'%C)"")+(%N2#=%A)/%G*)#-'%/)-J#%$A#%
'+2/%EG%$A#%d-EU6d)-@6N2#%[E+*'%FAE%F+/%-EF%+%1)J#%+'()*+"%
+-'%N*#/)'#-$%EG%$A#%0+1+"%C+*%BE""#@#=%$E%#U+()-#%E`J#*%
#':J+HE-%+-'%L"+-%GE*%G:*$A#*%LE/$6F+*%#UL+-/)E-%EG%0N.%
+-'%$A#%C+*%BE""#@#K

Y/$$'!")@.#(/!05$3'$#!<.@.'D!3.>2.2>!'5$!c(%(2$3$!
38##$2)$#!)&-8@$2'3!&2!*&(#)!'5$![,,!?.33&8#.G!]5$!
(8'&>#(%5!I(3!3.>2$)!N&#!"35'&2!,'(2/$+E!3&2!&N!/&2>U1@$!
d&'$/!7$/!?&2'$!@(2(>$#!0(#/!,'(2/$+G!
12%3-0$'4*$$%35*)6'7'8/39-:%6;'!"#$%&'()*+',-./0/&;'<=1

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner.  Further reproduction prohibited without permission.

West Coast Navy Academy Up to Truman
The Washington Post (1923-1954); Sep 13, 1945; 

ProQuest Historical Newspapers: The Washington Post (1877-1994)
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