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Conditions and Employment
Background, Question, Argument
• What are the conditions under which to develop an
insurgent air capability during a unconventional
warfare (UW) campaign, and how should that
capability be employed?
• Air Force Special Operations Command is tasked by SOCOM to
conduct unconventional warfare, but no framework exists for the
strategy via airpower.
• This study hypothesizes theorized conditions and imperatives for
development and employment of an insurgent air capability.

Research design
• Five conditions and two imperatives drive
development and employment of insurgent
airpower.
• This study used the qualitative analysis of two
case studies: The Hmong and the Tamil Tigers.
• Declassified reports and historical narratives
provided the data for this capstone.
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Results
• Creation of insurgent airpower should take place in limited
scenarios. UW is a difficult strategy to employ, and airpower is a
costly and time-consuming capability to create. The insurgency’s
inherent constraints reduce the opportunities to conduct airpower
in UW to the later phases of an insurgency. Additionally, there
are likely fewer opportunities to employ this strategy as originally
thought at the outset of this project.

The “So What”
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Next Steps

• The conditions and imperatives can lay the
• How will the democratization of airpower impact
groundwork for AFSOC doctrine that addresses the
insurgencies and asymmetric threats.
strategy for airpower in UW.
• Future researchers can dive further into the theorized
conditions and imperatives to develop joint doctrine that
more fully addresses the strategy.
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