
Calhoun: The NPS Institutional Archive
DSpace Repository

History of Naval Postgraduate School Biographies

2020

Vice Admiral Alexander Sharp, Jr., U.S. Navy, Retired

Sharp, Alexander
Monterey, California.  Naval Postgraduate School

https://hdl.handle.net/10945/63904

This publication is a work of the U.S. Government as defined in Title 17, United
States Code, Section 101. Copyright protection is not available for this work in the
United States.

Downloaded from NPS Archive: Calhoun



' 
i 

. i 

l I 

VICE ADMIRAL ALEXANDER s11 ··np JR u s N··yy RETJfl 'G'D 
l .ll 1 •1 • • ii. 1 i.;, 

., 

Vice Admiral Shnrp, born in W.1shington , D.C,, .Augu:J t 13, 1885 
is the.son of tho late Captain Alexander Sharp, USN, ond Mrs. 
Josophin? Hnnd Sh3rp. He attended schools in the United Stntcs, 
Jo.pL!n, Gcr w'.lri.y, nnd Switzerland. He studied at Werntz I Prepnrn
tory School, Annapolis, M~ryl3nd, imrie dintely pr~or to his nppoint
mont to tho U,S. Nnv.11 Acndemy 1~ i 9O2 gy the iate Presid e nt 
Theodore Roosevelt. "While a Midshipman he was n member of the 
fencing tonm Which won the Intercollegiate Fencing Meet nnd receiv
ed the coveted II Iron Man11 fencing tropcy. 

Graduntcd in February 1906 he sorvod the two yonrs at sen 
then requir ed ~y lnw before b~i~g c01:1r.1ission~d Ensign on Febru~ry 
13, 190~ • ~;·~-~ m~~:1 ::;equent promotions were rts follows: Lieutenc.nt 
(jg), Febr-11.Q1=-y 1. "3; ·!.911; LieutonGnt, Jnnu ,':l.ry 16, 1913; Lj_euton ~nt 
CommQnder, N <;)\! e::\~1:e r 20, 1917; Commnnder, December 31, 1921; Cnp
tnin., July :i., 193:t.; Henr Adm.iJ•.'J.l, July 1, 1940; nn1 Vice .f1crair~.J. 
( tompor•ary} _. 0~1 f~r"l.!;'.lHt 22, 1942, while s erving as Comm.'.lndor, S G1~

vice Force, /.-.~ 1.D.nt5 .c Fleet. He rcvorted to perm'; ncnt r'.lnk of 
Rc~r Admiral on October 11, 1944; nnd wns promoted to the rn~c 
of Vic e Adnirnl on the d.'J.te of his retir emen t, ScptC;mber 1, 19 1~6. 

Aft.er grndun tion trom the Nnv.11 1kndo1:1y in 1906, Vice J~d1~i1°.:1l 
Shnrp joined the USS MINNE,\POLIS,' which p.1rticip'J.tod in the Cubnn 
Po.6ificn.tion Expedition thnt yo'.:lr. Dot:-ichcd. in November 1906, when 
she wns decorumissionod, he joi ned the USS CO!,NEC?ICUT, nnd s 0rv e(~ 
ns wc.tch nnd divislon offic8r in th at bnttlcship when sh0 made th o 
cruise nround the World with the Bnttle Fleet in 1907-1 909 . De 
ta.chcd in May 1911, ho hnd duty until July 1913 nt tho Nnvrtl Gun 
Fnctory, Navy Ynrd, Was_hi .ngton, D. C. Thorcn.ftcr ho n.snin hn.d sol'. 
duty l'.S first lieuton nnt of tho USS CALIFORNiil ( r c n.1mad USS S:tN 
DIEGO), o.nd later ns her gunnery officer until May 1914. 

' 
In the rnnk of Lieutennnt, he assumed comm.'.1nd of the USS 

PAUL J"ONES on W~y 20, 1914, and soon thcronftcr, nc.di tion:>.1 clut~r 
in command of First Destroyer Division, P~cific Fl0 e t. In th~t 
comr:10.ncl he m,:1.de n rcconn.:iisnnce cruise to Al -:i.skn and. th e :~1euti:: ~n 
IslQnds for the conduct of which the r eceived n sp0cinl tctt or of 
Commendation from the Sccr et[\ry of the Nflvy. In D0comb0r- 1915 he 
wo..s dctnchod to duty in tho N.1vy Dep.'1rt1:iont, Wishington, D.C., 
whore he s e rved until June 1918 in tho Fir o Control -'lnd ElcctricQl 
D-J.vision of th e Bur c ':lu of Ste'.lm Enginc: 0ring. Fron Juno to : .. ugust· 
1918, during the first yc.'.lr of World W:'.r I he htl.d clut)T in tho USS 
PENN'SYLVANL1. while checldng th e newly inst -,,_lled fir o control ,':'.ncl 
interior comnunic~tions inst~ll~tions of the ~tl nn tic Fl ee t. 
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Transferred to duty with Destroyer Force, bnsed on Quocnstown 
Irolnnd, Vice Admiral Sharp was nssignod for one month to tho USS 
SHAW• He assumed comma nd of the USS DOWNES in September 1918, [1.ncl 
for services in that comm~nd ~hich extended to April 1919, he rc
ccivoc1 Letter of Commendntio~ from the Secretnry of the Navy, ns 
follows: 

"For me ritorious service in commnnd of tho USS DOWNES from 
September 22, 1918 until the end of the submQrino cnmpnign." 

Returning to the United States in ·Mll y 1919, Vice ~-~dmirnl 
Sh~rp fitted out the USS BAILEY, nncl cor.ir.1:~ndecl thnt destroyer fron 
her cor.m1issioning, June 27, 1919, until De conbcr of th'lt yenr, 
after which he fitted out the USS JOHN D EDWARDS, and commnnCed 
thnt destroyer from her commissioning, April 6, 1920, until Octob
er 1921 while operating in the Moditerrnnenn, Blnck Sen nnd. j_n 
.Asia.tic wuters. 

Vice Admiral Shnrp return e d. to J;nnnpolis, Mnryl -~ncl, in Novon
b.or 1921 with duty as executive offic e r, nnd latol'' ns Hond of tho 
Postgrndu nte School. Detach ed in Juno 1923 ho r0portod for in
struction at the Naval w~r Coll ege , Newport, Rhode Isl~nd. Aftor 
cor,1pJ.oting th e senior course in M.3y 1924 ho ~ss:tstocl in fitting 
out tho USS W1RBLEHE.AD', joinin g .tho cruis e r ns ex e cutive officer 
when she wns commlssion ed, Septemb e r 8, 1924, serving in thn.t 
duty during cruis e s to th e Modi t err .1neun r.md to fi.ustr t1li.'.l with tho 
Fleet in 1925. De tached from the Mli.RBLEHE,;D in ,July 1926, ho 
served the following three yen rs in the l'b vy Ynrd Di vis ion, Nt '.. vy 
Departm e nt, Wa shington, D~C. Re turning to son, Vic e Admir -'11 Sha.rp 
assum e d command in September 1929 of Division 2, Mino Squndron 2, 
Fleet Bn se Force, u.s~ Fleet, with nddition nl duty in c01Jr;1r.nd of 
tho USS LUDLOW. In Jnnuru~y 1930, he wns r E:liov od of commrmd of 
tho LUDLOW, and nss·umed commancl of th e USS G:1.MBLE . In Novembe r .. 
of thnt year he wa s trnnsf e-rrec1 to duty ns Commn.ndcr, Divisi0n 1, 
Mine Squndron 1, with nclcli ti.onr.il duty in commnnd of tho G,l W3LE. 

Vice Admirnl Shnrp served on tho Nnval Re s e rve Insp e ction 
Bonrd, Buroou of Navig a tion, Na vy Departm e nt, W~shington, D.C,, 
from .Mny 1931 until October 1933 when he nssum od corar.iand of th o 
USS CONCORD, DGt nchod frorn that command in J;.pril 1935, ho r e 
turned to the Bur o~u of Navi ga tion, nnd later sorvod ns Dir octor 
of Officer Personn e l from Ja nunry 1937, until J1nunry 1938. Ro 
turning to s en he commnnd od th e USS ID.lHO frorn Fobrunry 1938 until 
August 1939. Ho then se rv ed as Dir e ctor, N'lv,11 Districts Dj_visi on_ 
Office of the Chi e f of Nrrv2l Ope rations, Na vy Dcpnrtn ent, Wnsh-
ington, D.C., fr orn Sept embe r 1939 until N° venb or 1941 whon__ho 
assu nod corina nd of Ba ttl e ship Divi s i on 5. In .i;.pril 1942 , ho wns 
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dcsigncted Commander, Battleships, Atlantic Floet, with addition~l 
duty in commnnd of Battleship Division 5. On August 22, 1942, in 
the rnnlc of Vice Admiral he assumed cor.m1and of Service Force, 
Atlantic Fleet. For his services in those conimancls, which extcnc."'.c(, 
to October 1944, he ,ms awardec1 the Distinguished Service Med.al 
with the following citntion: 

DISTI~GUISHED SERVICE MEDAL 
For exceptionally meritorious service to the 

Government of the United States in a duty of grc~t 
responsibility as Comt1ander B2 ttleship Division 
Five, Connnano.cr Battleships, Atlantic Fleet, as an 
Atlantic Fleet Major T.?,slc Force Commander nnd as 
Commander Service Force, .h.tlnntic Fleet, during 
the period from November 1941, to October 194!~. s\ . 
brillisnt ndministrator and tncticinn, Vice t~cmiral 
Sharp dischnrged the multiple responsibilities of 
his comm.1nd with .splendid success, consistently 
mnintaining his forces in a high state of combnt 
efficiency. Confronted, as Cor:1mo.nder Service Force, 
with a task of grer.i.t mngnitude in supplying nnd 
supporting tho widespread oper~tions of the Atl~ntic 
Fleet, Vice Admi~p.l Sharp brought to this duty a 
!(nowledge nnd resourcefulness b-:!sGd on wide exporienco. 
Hc.ndling these complex problorus with marked. ability 
he nlso furnished effective logistic support for 
Nnvnl Forces ~floqt in the Moditerrnne~n nnd the 
Eastern htlnntic and for outlying bnses in the 
Atlnntic and Europenn The~ters. His forceful, 
inspiring leadership and distinguished service 
during this period have been vit2l contributing 
fac·tors in the successful oper.:itions of the Atlantic 
Fleet." 

.. 

Following cetnchment from commc.nd of the Atlnntic Fleet, 
Service Force October 11, 1944, at his own request, in order to 
serve o.s Commander, Minocr~ft Pncific Fleet, Vice A;:~nirnl StJ,:-.rp 
reverted to his permo.nent r.:ink of Rec.r Admirnl. For his services 
in thnt commnnd he was nwQrdod a Gald Stnr in lieu of n secon d . 
Distinguished. Service Mcdnl with the follawing cit.'.ltio'n: 

GOLD ST!.R in lieu of n Second Distingisbcd Sarvico McJo.l: 
"Far exception:1lly r10ritorious service t•J tho 

Government of the Uni tea St.'.ltes in n duty 0f gre.,1 t 
res pons ibili ty o.s Cor.mw.ndor Minecraft, P-1.cific 
Fleet, from October 14, 1944; to SeptGnber 2, 1945, 
Conducting this extremely .h~z2rdous nnG vitnl nis
si~n in support of the Philippin8 Isl~nds nnd 

0 
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Ryukyus Campaigns nnd the nss~ult on Jwo Jima, Ronr 
Admir::i.l Sh.'.lrp directed thC:? minecrnft under h:ls coo,- ·· 
n~nd with m3~ced effici e ncy ns evidenc e d by the _ small 
number of United Stntes vessels mined during these · 
offensive oper:1tions. In addition, .pe.rsonnel •f his 
commond s e rv e d with the 20th Air Force nnd Fleet li.ir 
Wing One as technic a l peprcseqtattyq~ fpr the progrn~ 
to effect the cerinl mining of the waters of Japan, 
the Bonins and Southern Koren as a feature of the 
bloclwdo of tho Empire. His outstanding professional 
nbility, forceful l e adership and inspiring devotion 
_to duty throughout tho fin~l months of intensified 
hostilities wore contributing fnctors in th o dofent 
of the Jnpnnoso and rofloct the highest cr e dit upon 
Rear f.,.dmirnl Sh,'.l.rp nnd th o United. Stntes Na.val Ser
vice." 

Pc.ge 1+ 

In Se pt ember 191+5 ho w.2s ordered to duty in tho Office of 
tho Chief of Na.val Opcrtl tionn, Ifo.vy Depnrtmcnt, nnd in Fobru .'lry 
19~6, w:1s .2ssignod duty 11s Se cret:1ry of the _ Navy Bonrc'. to r e viso . 
Nc.vy r c gulntions, lnt o r dosign:.:i..tecl Scmior Mombor of tho tet1-'t1nn 
bo n1•d pr ep nring th e new edition of Nt' .. vy Rcgul -'ltions. He W,'.l s 

pl~coc1 on tho Re ti1 •od .,.List of tho N:i.vy in the r .'rnl : of Vic o 
Admi1,,[ll on Septemb e r 1, 1946, .,:i.rid reli&ved of nctivo duty. 

In nddi tion to th e Distinguish e d. Service Me dal with Golc . 
Star, Vice Acmirnl Sharp hns tho Cub~n P3cificntion Mc dnl (USS 
MINNI.:APOLIS) the M0xicnn Service Me dnl (USS CALIFORNIA), the 
Victory Med.al, De stroy e r C1nsp (USS DOWNES), nnd is e ntj_tled t o ... 
the Americ~n De f e n s e Se rvice Me dal, Fleet Cl~sp, ( USS TEX:~s), t ho 
.tlsia.tic-Pn.cific Area Cnmpnign Mcdn}., and the World Wnr II Vict 0r-y 
Mcdnl. He also has tho Order of St. StQnislnus, Third Cl n ss, sur
mounted by swords and bow, pres ented by tho Gove rnment of Russin. 

His official addr e ss and th.~t of his wif e , th e form e r Mj_ss 
Corn e lia Delafield JQnin of Washington, D.C,, is Hons on 1 s Lo.nc in G; 
Welcome, Chnrlcs County, Mnryl ,2nd. 

9 December 1949 
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'?1w Prwal tlmt ot t.lM) 1111'44 tate• ~• p1-t.Jn 1D •. 
P1"0Nllt1.aa \he - a rTJ;WKl) DllYICE ~ ~ - ·. : . 

t """10. u N\ tortll. 1a t.i. tollCNtns 

cttmOH, 

·,. MAR 14 1946 

w ex.cept,:ONLJ,17 llllritor ""1oe to~ ·, 
Oo.,..-~--~, ct 'Ulla 'tbiW 8~ 1A a 4\rt-7 of ~ \ •'·'t, , 
tt-Q<m11b1U't7 u CCft'IW>der tt 1ech1p 1>1.Uica ( ~ , ' • 
.l't.a, C!1"'BtM4o~ Battlnhip, A\lantio Fl.Mt, u • \ · , \' 
Atlmtt.ia Floet )kJol' 1'ull J'oroe Cc Ill I IIO<rr lill4. U · \ 1 

\ 

Cc:«i:r4tillU1u Senta. 7.'oro!, Atlmtlo n.\, ~ ~ \1 

\ " ·">.( 

~od tro:a •c•__. l?ll, 'CO ~\,u, ~. A 11 \ · . · \ , 

brU11mt. at,nnuvatar -4 '\Mt.lo1&a, Vice Ma1nl , , \ 
~ 4tkbar1'04 \bl alll.t.1:,1.e napoaai'b:111\1•• d: • 
b1• on, m:! w1t.b •plea411 ROOffe, ccnalatcU,, m:a- · ~' 

". 

ta iniug h11 f' ~roo. 1a • hS.sll nate ot «aba~ ett101onc7. - 1~6' .- . -
~ , M Cnetwmw SftT1ce l'o-roe, Witb a tuk "' l,, ... -- \ ' -~.....,__ 
ot sr-t. IIDiSD,t~ 1D wppl71Dg &:Dll ngport.~ ti. '- . \ " 

fA~ I \. ' Y.w.wpr-4 cpem.t.1cu or the At.lanUo J>1"t , T.1oe . , . , 
Ma1nl. 5her; ~\ to th.ta 4ut7 a JrnavW,f.Pt ..S. \ \ { ,;. 
re~omoui\llneea lleoe4. Oil v14e QpW1C'.DOa .I.BDIJ1r,a , ', \ 1 

\ 

theso oet:Jplu ~lt'lAlla vlth -.z""kef. &1>111\7, ha lllao · · ' :-~°'> 
tumtabe4 eN'-'-lw lt>g1u\1o ~pan tor Jl8ftl. 7crcee , .. \ 
at'loa- jJl tho M1nUt..n'&MOP m4 tJle %utctD At.lmt1o , · • 
end t:w wtl.J'.tne ba.aoa 1D the Atltmt.to an&~ · .( ', 
Thaatcw. JU.a toroeM, iGa,plnD6 lca&aah1:, aD4 ~u
,mg.11.W IIUYioe 4ur1Dfl tbJA J)R1o4 Mft 'tNCICl Tit.al 
earrt.ribQt1Jl6 taaton 1a t.2:19 INcceaatul. oporat-1CA8 ~ 

· the A\laP\1c Flee\." 
' . ~ .. , . 

' '· 
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Pen ,28--nra Si~------------
. . 

The President ot the Un1to4 state• tan, pleuure 1n 
prosenting the GOLD STAB 1n lieu of the Secon4 D1•tin8U1ah•4 
Sen1ce Medal to 

m:AR .ADMIRAL ALEXAllDEB SHARP, Oil.TED EtfA1'JIB IA ff 

tor ae"1ce u eet forth in the folloving 

Cl'fATio•: 

''Jor exceptional~ mar1tor1oua aerT1ce to the 
Gonxwt of the Vnite4 state • 1n a clut7 ot sree,t 
reapons1b111t7 u f!C111Mucler .IUDecratt, Pao1t1c Jleet, 
traa Ootober 14, 1944, to September 2, 194, • CODduot
ina thi • extremely hazardoul and Tital 111•a1on 1n •up• 
port ot the Philippine I11anda an4 ~• Campaign.a 
and tbe assault on Ivo Jima, :Rear Adlliral Sharp 41recte4 /\) · 1 

the ldnooratt under h1• etarnen4 with Erked ettioienc7 Lt> YV\ Y
1vf :; • 

ae n1clence4 b7 the aa1l number ot United State1 Te1-
•el • ll1Do4 4urin8 theae oftenaift operatlcm •• ID add1-
t1on, per •ozmel of hi • oamvma aerrea. Yi th the 20th Air 
Force and Jleet A1r Wing OD u teahn1cal repre1entat1T9 • 
for tbl progra to effect th8 aerial •1»1D8 ot the water• 
of Japan, the Bonina au4 Southern~ u a feature of 
the bloakade of the lmplre. 11• outatand1Dg proteaa10D&l. 
ab111t7, forcetul leadenhip end 1Dsp1r11Ja 40Tot1on to 
clut7 throughout the f1Dal amth • of 1uten •1t1e4 hoatil• 
1t1e• were contribut!ns tactora 1n the clefeat ot the 
Japanese encl :reflect the higheat credit upon a>ar Aa.1ral. 
Sharp an4 tbe United State • laT&l. Sen1ce.• 

Cop7 to 
Pera ,28 
Publ1o Belationa 

Jor the Preaident, 

<.,~ Reta Bd.A.vaal6g ot 27 Sep 194, 
End ca C1nCPao ltr Ser 904, of 
8 Sep 194, 
SPECIAL FILE COPY 

//~ r;~ ,JJ~--
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0 
NAVY DEPARTMENT 

BUREAU OF NAVAL PERSONNEL 
WASHINGTON 25, O; C. 

• 
REAR ADMIRAL ALEXANDER Q U. S. NA VY 

TRANSCRIPT RECO~CE OF 

I 

------------------------• 
13 Aug 1885 Born in ~ashington, D. c. 

10 ·May 1902 Naval Cadet (at lar ge). 
1 Jul 02 Title changed to V~dshipman. 

13 Feb 08 Ensign. 
13 Feb 11 Lieut. (jg). 
16 Jan lJ Lieut. 
31 Aug 17 Lieut. Comdr. (T). 
20 Nov 17 Lieut. Comdr. 
1 Jul 18 Comdr. (T). 

31 Dec 21 Comdr. 
1 Jul 31 Captain. 
1 Jul 40 Rear Admiral. 

22 Aug 42 Desi gnated Commander Service Force, 
Atlantic torce with rank of Vice Admiral, 
unt .il detached from duty. 

30 May 42 Entered upper half of list of Rear Admirals. 
Service continuous to date. 

Ships and Stations 

USS MINNEAPOLIS 
USS CONNECTICUT 
t'Yd, Washingt on, D. C. 
USS CALIFORNIA 
Cormnand USS PAUL JONES 
Bureau of Steam Engineerin g, Navy Dept. 
Addi. duty in char ge of t he fire .and ship 

control instrum ent la boratory, NYd, Wash., 
n. c. 

USS PENNSYLVANIA 
u.)s SF.AW 
Connnand USS DOWNES 
cfo USS BAILEY 
Command USS BAILEY 
cfo USS JOHN D. ED·;[ARDS 
Connnand USS JOHN D. EDWARDS 
Cavite, P. I . (t empo. duty) 
Nava1~Acsdemy, ... Annapolis, · t~aryland • 
Naval War Colle ge (instrn.) 
cf o USS YJillBLEHEAD 
USS 11'.ARBLEI-l..EAD (Executive Officer) 
NY d Di vision, Navy Dept. . 

From 

1 Har 06 
19 Nov 06 
15 May 11 
15 Jul 13 
20 May 14 
27 Dec 15 

28 Nov 17 
24 Jun 18 
13 Aug 18 
22 Sep 18 
1 May 19 

27 Jun 19 
5 Jan 20 
6 Apr 20 
8 Oct 21 

21 Nov 21 
20 Jun 23 
16 Jun 24 
' 8 Sep 24 
2 Aug 26 

Commander, Division 'I'wo, Mine Squadron .Two, 
fleet Base ~orce; addi. duty commandin g 

4 Sep 29 
Pacific Torpedo 

USS LUDLOV/ 
Addi. duty Command First Division, 

Flotilla 12 Jul 15 

To 

17 Nov 06 
14 May 11 
1 Jul 13 

19 May 14 
14 Dec 15 
22 Jun 18 

27 Jul 18 
22 Sep 18 
30 Apr 19 

16 Dec 19 

1 Oct 21 
14 Oct 21 
16 Jun 23 
29 May 24 

15 Jul 26 
18 Aug 29 

• -1, 
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" Ships and Stations From 

Relieved addi. duty Command USS LUDLOW to addi. duty 
commanding USS ()Af.rnU; _ 

Commander, Division One, Mine Squadron One, 
U.S. Fleet; addi. duty Commanding USS GAMBLE24 Nov JO 

Dureau of Navi gation 1.5 May 31 
Commanding USS CONCORD 28 Oct 33 
Bureau of N~vi gation · 11 ilpr 35 
Fitzsimons Ueneral Hospital, Denver, Colorado 

(treatment) 25 Nov 36 
Director of Officer Personnel, Navy Dept. 26 Jan 37 
Commanding USS IDAHO . 10 Feb 38 
Army War Colle ge, Fort Humphreys, Wash., n.c. 

(instrn.) 17 Aug 39 
Office of CNO, Navy Dept. 6 Sep 39 
Commander, Battleship Division . Five 30 Nov 41 
Commander, Battleships, Atlantic Fleet; addi. 

0 

To 

5 Apr 31 
20 Oct 33 
6 Apr 35 

23 Nov 36 

25 Jan 37 
29 Jan 38 
12 Aug 39 

6 Sep 39 
29 Nov 41 

duty Corri:'.;and7r, ~attleship Division Five 23 Apr 42 
* Commander ervice orce, Atlantic Fleet 22 aug 42 

Headquarters, Commander-in-Chief, u. s. Navy, 
Washin gton, D. C. ( tempo-. duty) 

22 Aug 42 
11 Oct 44 

Headquarters, Cornmander-in-Chie~ United ¥ , 
States leet, Wash., D. c. 12 Sep 45 

Office of Sec_retary of Navy, Senior Member 
of t he Board of Revise u. S. Navy Regulations

1 
Navy Dept. 18 Feb 46 

Addi. duty Army rlar College 6 Dec 26 

12 Sep 45 

18 Feb 46 

Completed Naval War Colle ge senior course. 
Completed Naval Viar Colle ge correspondence 

* Commander, Minecraft, Pacific Fleet 
course in strate gy and t actics. 

DISTINGUISHED SERVICE MEDAL: _ _ 14 Oct 44 2 Sep 45 
For exceptionally meritorious service to the Government of ·the United 

States in a duty of great responsibility as Co:mmander Battleship Division Five, 
Commander Battleships, Atlantic Fleet, as an Atlantic Fleet Hajor Task Force 
Commander and as Commander Service Force, Atlantic Fleet, during the period 
from November 1941, to Octocer 1944. A brilliant administrator and tactician, 
Vice Admiral Sharp dischar ged the multi ple responsi bilities of his co:mnand with 
splendid success, consistently maintaining hi~ forces in a hi gh st ate of 
combat efficiency. Confronted, as Commander ~ervice Force, with a t ask of great 
magnitude in supplyin g and supportin g t ~:e widespread operations of t he Atla nti c 
Fleet, Vice Admiral Sharp bro ught to thi s duty a knowledge and r esourcef ulness 
based on wide experience. Handing the s~ complex pr obl ems with marked ability, 
he also furnished ef f ective lo gistic support for Naval Forces afloat in the 
Medi terranean and the £astern Atl antic and for outlyi ng bases in t he Atlantic -
and Europe an Theaters. His forceful, ins pi ri ng l eaders hi p and diain guished 
service durin g t his peri od have been vit al contributin g factors in t he succes sf ul 
operations of the Atl ant id Fleet 

- 2 -
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GOLD STAR in lieu of SECOND DISTINGUISHED SERVICE MEDAL: 
For exceptionally meritorious service to the Government of the United 

States in a duty of great responsibility as Commander Minecra ft, Pacific 
Fleet, from October lL1, 1944 to ~eptember 2, 1945. Conducting this extre mely 
hazardous and vital mission in support of the Philippine Islands and Ryukyus 
ca.~pa ig ns and the assault on Iwo Jima, Rear Admiral Sharp directed the minecraft 
under his command with marked efficiency as evidenced by the small nu.~ber of 
United States vesse _ls mined during these offensive operations, in addition, 
personnel of his command served with the 20th Air For ce and Fleet Air Wing ONE 
as technical representatives for the program to effect the aerial mining of the 
waters of Japan, the Bonins and Southern Korea as a feature of the blockade of 
the Empire . His outstanding professional ability, forceful l eadership and 
in spiring devotion to duty throu ghout the final months of intensified hostilities 
were contri butin g factors in the defeat of -the Japa nese and reflect the hi ghes t 
credit upon Rear Admiral Sharp and the United States Naval Service. 

SPECIAL LETTER OF CO~-ll.1ENDATION by 5ecNav World War I 

Cuban Pacification Medal - USS !HNNEAPOLIS 
~,~exican Service Medal - USS CALIFORNIA 
Victory ilJiedal ( Destroyer Clasp) USS OO'NNES 
American Defense t;ervice },iedal (Fleet Clasp) Cdr. Battle Div. 5 
Asiatic-Pacific Area ~ampaign Medal 
A..'11eric an Area Campaign Medal 
World Yfar II Victory Medal 

The order of St . Stanisl aw III Class, surmounted by swords and bow awarded 
by the uovernment of Russi a. 

Usual .nesidence: Welc ome, Maryland 

, Next of Kin: (Wife) Cornelia D. J. Sharp 
Welcome, Mar yl and 

. or 
1545 - 35th St., N.W. 
Washington, D. C. 

- 3 -
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1 :, t / , \?I·({S· ADlITRAL AIBXANDER SHARP, U.S. NA VY 
1 · RE: SERVICE OF 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
1885 Aug 13 

1902 Nay 10 
Jun 1 

1906 Feb 8 

Born in Washington, D. C. 

Appointed Naval Cadet at 11r ge 
Title chan ged to Midshipman 
Det • ..J,2.th inst, home and report. Det 12 Feb; home 
13 Feb. 

I ,• 

1.., 

Feb 17 
Oct 26 

1908 llar 18 
Apr 2 

1911 Jun 10 

To the '!HNNEAPOLIS" 1 Uarch. Rep 1 Mar. ." _ 
Det. when out comm. and to the CO!i!NSCTICUT. Det 17' ' ·• ', j 
Nov; Rep 19 Nov. Duty as Asst. to Sr. Engr. Off r. 10-31-10. -

1 Commissioned Ensign,to rank from 13 February. 

Apr 26 

1913 rear 7 

Jun 21 

1914 1~ 18 

1915 Dec 9 

1917 Oct 3 

Oct 10 

1918 Apr 16 

1918 Jun 20 

Executed oath of office. ·, 
Commissioned Lieutenant (jg), to rank from 13 Feb
ruary ,1911. 
Det. 11CON'NECTICUT11 15 l 'ay and to the Navy Yard, 
Washington, D. C. Det 14 Uay; Rep 15 Mey. 
Commissioned, regular Lieutenant, to rank from 
l~nuary _]J).J. 
Det. Navy Yard, Washington, D. c., 1 July, and to 
the "'CALIFORNIA". Det and Rep 15 July. 
Det. "CALIFORNIA11 and to command the 11PAUL JQiJ;.:;s11• 

Det 19 M.ay; Rep 20 ACay 
Det. and to the Bureau of Steam Eneineering, Navy 
Departroont, Washington, D. C. Det 14 Dec; Rep 27 
Dec. 
Temporarik_-2:P pointed a Lieutenan ~nnn ander, to rank 
from 31 August _19-17. 
Accepted temporary appointment and executed Oath of 
Office this date. 
Commissioned, regular_.U,~ut~p9-r1t_9~pmmnder, to rank 
from 20 Nove_.'!1be£__12~7. -
Det. (Bureau of Steam :C:ngineering) and to te mporary 
duty on t he "PEN1lSYLVANIA11• Upon completion to duty 
with the Destroyer Force. Det 22 Jun; Rep 24 Jun. 
Completed 27 Jul; Rep 13 Aug. Assigned to the 
11SHAW". 
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1918 Sep 6 

Oct 14 
Sep 21 

1919 Apr 23 

Dec 24 

1921 Aug 28 

Nov 12 

Nov 16 

1922 Jan 25 

1923 Jun 2 

1924 Apr 18 

. 1926 Jul 15 
1926 May 24 

1929 Jun 28 

,, 

5 October 1943 · 

TemEo1arily appointed CoIJ)IJlander, to rank from 1 
July J l8. -
Accepted -appointment and executed Oath of Office. 
Det. "SHAW" to command the "00"i'IN3S". Det and Hep 22 Sep. 
Det "DOWNES" and to Squnntum, Mass achusetts, duty 
connection fitting out the IIBAILEY", and in command 
VI-hen commission ed. Det 30 Apr; , Rep l:f May. I.C. · 
27 Jun. 
Det. '"'BAIIBY11 • On 30 Jan to Cramp and Sons Co., 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, for duty in connection 
vdth fitting out the'UOHN D. EDWARDS" and in com
mand, vd1en commissioned. Det. 16 Dec 1919; Rep 
5 Jan 1920. I.e. 6 Apr 1920. 
Det. 11JOHN D. Em'iARDS and to te mporary duty Cavite, 
P. I., awai tine trans. to U.S. ; t he1'lce to 'home and 
wait orders. Det 7 Oct; Hep 8 Oct. Det 14 Oct; 
Arrive Saff. Francisco It> Nov; home 14 Nov. 
To duty Receivin g Ship, San Fr ancisco, California. 
Det prior arrive "HENDERSON" at Mare Island, California. 
(Receiving Ship, San Francisco) and to the 1'riENDERSJN11 

for duty. Upon ar riv al, Det, and to Rampton Roads, 
Vir ginia (HENDERSON) and to home and wait orders. 
(Authorized to proceed home via commercia1 trans. at 
ovm expense) Above orders not performed as rr oceed 
by cross continent. 
To Naval Academy, .Ann'apolis, Maryland, 21 Nov, for 
duty. Rep 21 Nov. 
Conmirui,ioned, re gula.r_c.Qlilllla.I'lder~ to rank ·from 31 Dec
ember 1921. (No O & A required), 
Det. (Naval Acaderey-, Annapolis, l~aryJand) and to 
Naval War Colle ee, Newport, R. I. for duty under 
instruction, 2 July. Det 16 Jun; Rep 20 Jun. 
Det. upon compl etion instruction (Naval War Colle ge, 
Newport, R.I.) and to William Cramp & Sons Co., 
Philadel phia, Pennsylvania, connection fittin g out 
Hif_.AJWllillliADII and as Executive Officer when commis
sioned. Det 29 Ma;y; Rep 16 Jun, I.e. 8 Sep 1924. 
Det. 1111:ARBLEI·lli:AD" 1.5 July • 
Navy Yard Division, Navy Depart ment, Washin~on, D. C. 
Hep 2 Aug 1926 ; Det 18 Aug 1929. 
Commander, Division 'I\vo, Mi ne Squadr on Two, Fl eet Base 
Force; additional dut y commandi ng USS LtJPI..OW. Hep 
4 Sep 1929; Det 24 Nov 1930 

- 2 -
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1930 Jan 17 

1930 Oct 21 

1931 Feb 14 

1931 Aug 7 

1932 Jan 5 

1933 Sep 28 

1935 Mar 15 

1936 Nov 11 

1937 Jan 26 

1938 Jan 19 

1939 Jun 22 

1939 Sep 6 

1940 Jul 11 

1941 Nov 28 
1942 Apr 23 

1942 Jul 13 

1942 Jul 20 

1942 Oct 21 

5 October 1943 

Relieved additional duty CoL1IJ1aI1d USS LUDW:l to 
additional duty cormnanding USS GA1ffiIE. 
Commander, Division One, ti ne Squadron One, U.S. 
Fleet; additional duty Commandin 6 USS GABBLE. 
Rep 24 Nov 1930; Det 5 Apr 1931. 
Bureau of Navigation, Navy Department, W~shington, 
D. C. Rep 15 Jiay 1931; Det 20 Oct 1933° 
Cormnissioned, ad interim C'11ptain, to rank from 1 July 
1931. -
Cormnis s ion,e d,. !:§.@.?-I', pap,t a.lnr-W- raru<- from..-1,;,;,Juzy ,.._ 
1931. 

~a.ifr l.ing USS CONCORD.· Rep 28 Oct 1933 ;' De~ 6 Ap_r 
1935. · 
Bureau of Navigation, Navy Department, Washin gt on, 
D. C. Rep 11 Apr 1935; -Det 23 Nov 1936. • 
Fit zsimons General Hospital, Denver, Colorad..9-
(tre at ment). Hep 25 Nov 1936; Det 25 Jan 1937 • 
Director .of Officer rersonnel~ Navy Department, 
Washin gt on, D. C. Rep 26 Jan · 1937; Det 29 Jan 1938. 
Commanding USS IBAHO. Rep 10 Feb 1938; Det 12 Aug 
19J9. 
Army ifar Colle ge, Fort Humphreys, Washington, D. C. 
Rep 17 Aug 1939; Det 6 Sep 1939__, ' 
Office of Chief of Naval Operati ons, NaV'J Department, 
lrashington, -D. C. Rep 6 Sep 1939; Det 29 Nov 1941. 
Commissioned, regular Rear ACll11iral, to rank from 
1 July 1940. . 
Cociiiiander-;-Battles hip -Division Five. Rep JO Nov 1941. 
Commander, Battleships, Atlantic Fleet; additional 
duty Comr..a..~der, Battleship Division Five. Rep 2J 
April; Det 22 Aug 1942. ' 
Commander Service Force, Atl~tic Fleet. Rep 22 Aug 
1942. ~ '~ 06( i.L4 , 
Designated · .. ·commander Serlice Force, Atl antic Force, 
v~th rank of Vjce AQrn.iral, effective on date of as-
sUining command. · 
Entered upper half of li st of Rear Admirals JO !lay 1942, 
instea d of JO June 1942. 

~\~ E)e:t 4"1 • 'ic e,,.,lPa"- 4rv .\uht ~s, t?ot'1r1 .l6MdtY, M1..tec!Yd~t,~4e.,"11~ 

't=:-Le~--\· CR.'1-pio a..,"'e.'t'de. l'-t Od i..t'-'J . ' 1 
'- 'S ~ ~" ll ~-• 1), ~ c .:.te.l Wl'k ,_~ V"21, ev ,4 1 '4 et-.11~h d 41'1-,e_Jy, MI K~ e.v•-1 ti 1d~ 1 L 1 

-v~po\"'i -to +U1v--s,l!.OM1t4e\1 t,.,. 4V1-'I, 1 r Ii . -3 - ~ L ~vrev :I q-1 f-'-IS'./ 

$ ,,µ, I~ N ~ ,l I\,.~ ~ . ll~ ~M I .~1..,_ -'"· '~>NV' ~ 
I : n ' ' ' - • . t' ~ (Y.I.J.'l tt,C&o j.A/1-V'-r-; rvr-7 
::,.-»r , I q '<I-'f J Q,o.A.-l-if • :t;;; . <r , , 

{1 }tl i;,_,,~ Aar1 /r.i. r. ,,d,i, "')W X. • j;.J .3 11- )Y -! 
6'..~ •1'.v -, - · e ,'tt11t:.-
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Completed Naval War College senior course. 

~ ..-

5 October 1943 

Completed Naval War College correspondence course in strategy 
and tactics, 

Cuban Pacification Medal - USS 1.ifTNNEAF OLIS - 1 March 1906 to 
17 November 1906. 

Mexican Service Medal - USS CALIFORNIA - 15 July 1913-to 18 
May 1914. 

Victory Medal (Destroyer Clasp) - USS OOWNES 21 September 1918 
to 23 April 1919 and the USS SHAU 13 August 1918 to 
21 September 1918. 

American Defense Service Medal (Fleet Clasp) - USS TEXAS. 

Special letter of Comrrendation - World War 1 by Navy Department -
"He rendered ireri torious service in cor:nnand of the 
USS DOVlNES from 22 September 1918, until the end 
of the submarine campaign" 

Order of St. Stanislas, 111 Class, surmounted by swords .and bow, by 
the Government of Russia - 28 December 1920. 

- 4 -
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VICE ADMIRAL ALEXANDER SHARP, JR. , U.S. NA VY, RETIRED 

Vice Admiral Sharp, born in Washington, D.C., hugust 13, 1885 
is tho son of the late Captain Alexand er Sharp, USN, and Mrs. 
Josephine Hand Sharp. He attended schools in the United States . , 
Jnpnn, Germany, nnd Switzerland. He studied at Werntz' Prepara
tory School, Annapolis, Maryl~nd, immediately priqr to his appoint
ment to the U.S. Naval Academy in i90~ gy the iate President 
Theodore Roosevelt. While a Midshipman he was n member of the 
fencing team which won the Intercollegiate Fencing Meet and r eco~v
ed the coveted II Iron Man" fencing tropcy. 

Graduated in February 1906 he served the two yenrs at sen . , 
then requir ed by law before being commissioned Ensign on Febru2ry 
13, 190~. ~H.H uu'::1 Requent promotions were ns follows: Lioutennnt 
(jg), Febrn 9.l't 13 ., ~911; Lieutenant, Janu a ry 16, 1913; Lieuten~nt 
Commander, Ngv e~b)e r 20, 1917; Commander, December 31., 1921; Co.p
tain, July J., l 9 31i Hear Admir:J.l, July 1, 1940; and. Vice Acnir ~l 
(temporary) > ora A.ng'..l.St 22, 1942, while serving as Commander, Ser
vice Force, A.tla nt:tc Fleet. Ho revorted to perrn.1nent rnnlc of 
Rcnr .Admiral on October 11, 1944 ,· and was promoted to the rnnk 
of Vice Admiral on the date of his retirement, Scpt0mber 1, 1946. 

After grnduation from the Nnv.'ll Academy in 1906, Vice Adn.irnl 
Shnrp joined the USS MINNEAPOLIS, which p~rticipQted in the Cubnn 
Pacification Expedi tio _n that year. Det~chcd. in November 1906, when 
she wns decommissioned., he joined the USS CONNECTICUT, and serve d 
ns wutch and division officer in th a t battleship when she made t he 
eruiso around the World with the Battle Fleet in 1907-1909. De
tached in May 1911, he had duty until July 1913 at the Naval Gun 
Fnctory., Navy Yard, Washington, D.C. Ther enftcr he ag a in had seQ 
duty ns first lieutenant of the USS CALIFORNIA ( renn.mod USS S.AN 
DIEGO), and later ns her gunnery officer until Mny 1914. 

' In the rank of Lieuten ant, he assumed comm~nd of the USS 
PAUL JONES on Mny 20, 1914, and soon th e r eafter, nddition~l duty 
in command of First Destroyer Division, Pncific Fleet. In th nt 
cornmr.ncl he ma de n reconnaisnnce cruise to Al-:1.skn :J.nd the ill euti nn 
Isl~nds for the conduct of which th e r eceiv ed n sp ecinl Le tt or of 
Commenda tion from the Secr etary of tho N~vy. In December 1915 ho 
WQS detached to duty in tho Nnvy Dep~rtmont, W3shington, n.c . ., 
where he se rved until June 1918 in th o Fir e Control .'lnd El cctric c.l 
Division of the Bur ea u of Ste ~m Engin ee ring. From June to hUgust 
1918, during the first year of World W~r I he hQd duty in th e USS 
PENNSYLVANIA while ch eclcing th e newly inst nlled fir e contr ol c.nd 
int e rior communications instnll ~tions of th e htlnntic Fl ee t. 
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Vico Admiral Alexander Sharp, Jr., USN, Retired Pngc 2 

Transferred to duty with Destroyer Force, bnsed on Queenstown 
Ireland, Vice Admiral Sharp was assigned for one month to the USS 
SHIM. He assumed command of the USS DOWNES in September 1918, nncl 
for services in that commnnd, which extended to April 1919, he r0-
coivod Letter of Commendation from tho Secretary of tho Navy, ns 
follows: 

"For meritorious service 1n command of tho USS DOWNES from 
September 22, 1918 until the end of the subm~rino campaign." 

Returning to the United States in Mny 1919, Vice ,'.dmirnl 
Sh~rp fitted out the USS BAILEY, ond commanded that destroyer from 
her commissioning, June 27, 1919, until December of th.1.t year, 
after which he fitted out the USS JOHN D EDWARDS, and commnnced 
thnt destroyer from her commissioning, April 6, 1920, until Octob
er 1921 while operating in the Meditorranenn, Blnck Sen ond in 
~\sin.tic waters. 

Vice Admirnl Shnrp returned to Annnpolis, Mnryl~nd, in Novem
bbr 1921 with duty as executive officer, and lnter os Hond of tho 
Postgraduate School, Detached in June 1923 ho reported for in
struction at the Naval War College, Newport, Rhode Isl -'lnd, .h.ftor 
completing the senior course in May 1924 ho cssisted in fitting 
out the USS MARBLEHEAD, joining tho cruiser as executive officer 
when she was commissioned, September 8, 1924, serving in thnt 
duty during cruises to the Mediterranean nnd to Austl'&lin with the 
Fleet in 1925. Detachod from the MARBLEHEAD in July 1926, he 
served the following three years in the N~vy Ynrd Division, Nnvy 
Department, Washington, D~C. Returning to sen, Vice Admiral Shc.rp 
assumed command in September 1929 of Division 2, Mine Squ~dron 2, 
Fleet Buse Force, u.s. Fleet, with ~dditionnl duty in cor.irannd of 
tho USS LUDLOW. In Janunry 1930, he wns relieved of commnnd of 
the LUDLOW, and ass ·umed command of the USS G.!'.I.MBLE. In November 
of thnt year he was transfe -rred to duty as Commnnder, Division 1, 
Mine Squn.dron 1, with additional duty in command of the G~MBLE. 

Vice Admirnl Sharp served on the Nnvnl Reserve Inspection 
Bonrd, Buroou of Navigation, Navy Department, Wnshington, D.C., · 
from May 1931 until October 1933 when he assumed command of tho 
USS CONCORD. Detached from that command in April 1935, he re
turned to the Burosu of Navigation, nnd later sorvod ns Director 
of Officer Personnel from January 1937, until J2nunry 1938. Re
turning to sea he commanded the USS ID~HO from Fobrunry 1938 until 
J~ugust 1939. Ho then served o.s Dir ector, N1v,1l Districts Division. 
Office of the Chief of N~v~l Operations, Navy Departm ent, Wnsh
ington, D.C., from September 1939 until N°vember 1941 whon ho 
assuned corn:10.nd of Battleship Division 5. In 11.pril 1942, he wns 
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Vice Admiral .Alexander Sharp, Jr., USN, Retired Page 3 

designated Commander, Battleships, Atlantic Fleet, with additiorw.l 
duty in command of Battleship Division 5. On August 22, 1942, in 
the rank of Vice Admiral he assumed commanc.t of Service Force, 
Atlantic Fleet. For his services in those com.~ands, which extendoc 
to October 1944, he was awarded the Distinguished Service Medal 
with the following citntion: 

DISTINGUISHED SERVICE MEDAL 
"F or exceptionally meritor-ious service to the 

Government of the United States in a duty of gre~t 
responsibility as Commander Battleship Division 
Five, Command.er Battleships, Atlantic Fleet, ns an 
Atlantic Fleet Major Task Force Commander and as 
Commander Service Force, ·Atlantic Fleet, during 
the period from November 1941, to October 1944. A 
brilliant administrator and tnctician, Vice Admiral 
Sharp discharged the multiple responsibilities of 
his command with splendid success, consistently 
maintaining his · forces in a high state of combnt 
efficiency • . Confronted, as Comm~nder Service Force, 
with a tnsk of great magnitude in supplying and 
supporting the widespread oper~tions of the Atl~ntic 
Fleet, Vice Admiral Sharp brought to this duty a 
knowledge and resourcefulness be.sod on wide experience. 
Hc.ndling these complex probleffis with marked ability 
he nlso furnished effective logistic support for 
Nnvnl Forces afloat in the Mcditerrnne3n and the 
Eastern Atlantic and for outlying bases in the 
Atlnntic nnd Europenn The~ters. His forceful, 
inspiring leadership and distinguished service 
during this period hnve been vit~l contributing 
fnctors in the successful operntions of the Atlantic 
Fleet." 

Following cetnchment from commnnd of the Atlnntic Fleet, 
Service Force October 11, 1944, at his own request, in order to 
serve as Commander, Minocrnft Pncific Fleet, Vice i\.c"-:mirnl StJ,~.rp 
reverted to his permanent rnnk of Roc.r Admiral. For his services 
in that command he was nwnrded a Gold Stnr in lieu of a second 
Distinguished Service Modnl with tho following citntion: 

GOLD STAR in lieu of 11 Second Distingisbcd Service Modnl: 
"For exceptionally meritorious servico t.:, the 

Government of the United States in n duty of gre -'lt 
responsibility as Commander Minecrnft, P~cific 
Fleet, from October 14, 1944, to September 2, 1945, 
Conducting this extremely h~z~rdous nnc vit~l mis
sion in support of the Philippine Isl~nds nnd 
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vice ,\dmiral Alexander Sharp, Jr., USN, Retired 

Ryukyus Campaigns and the nssnult on Ivo Jimn, Ronr 
Admir::i.1 Sharp directed th~ minecraft under his coo ... -
r.ia.nd with marked efficiency as evidenced by the smnll 
number of United Stntes vessels mined during these 
offensive operations. In addition, .pe.rsonnel Qf his 
comm~nd served with the 20th Air Force and Fleet Air 
Wing One as technical pepreseqtattvq~ f9r the program 
to effect the aerinl mining of the waters of Jnpnn, · 
the Bonins and Southern Korea as a feature of the 
blockade of the Empire. His outstanding professional 
ubility, forceful leadership and inspiring devotion 
to duty throughout tho finnl months of intcnsifiod 
hostilities wore contributing factors in the defeat 
of the Japanese o.nd reflect the highest credit upon 
Rear Admiral Sharp nnd tho United Stntes Naval Ser
vice.11 

Pcge 4 

In September 1945 he wns ordered to duty in the Office of 
the Chief of Naval Operntions, Navy Depnrtmcnt, nnd in February 
19~·6, wa.s nssigned duty 11s Secretary of the . Navy Bonrc. to revise 
NQvy regulations, later designated Senior Membor of the ten~nnn 
bonrd preparing the new edition of Navy Regul~tions. He WQS 

plnccd on the Retired List of the N~vy in the r~nl~ of Vice 
Admirnl on September 1, 1946, nnd relieved. of active duty. 

In addition to the Distinguished Service Medal with Gold 
Star, Vice Admiral Sharp has the Cub~n Pncification Med~l (USS 
MINNEAPOLIS) the Mexican Service Medal (USS CALIFORNIA), the 
Victory Medal, Destroyer C1asp (USS DOWNES), nnd is entitled to 
tho American Defense Service Medal, Fleet Clasp, (USS TEL;s), the 
Asintic-Pncific Area Cnm~~ign Medn+, and the World Wnr II Victory 
Mcdnl. He also hns tho Order of St. Stanislaus, Third Class, sur
mounted by swords and bow, presented by the Government of Russin. 

His officinl address and thnt of his wife, the former Miss 
Cornelia Delafield Jnnin of Wnshington, D.C., is HGnson1 s Lancin g; 
Welcome, Chnrlcs County, Maryland. 

9 December 1949 



VICI ADMilW, U S ll Bm'IRED 

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD DATE: Pfa.GE: 

NOMINATED: 

CO?TFIRMED: 

81 Hay 19-4? Ill 

I I II 

"Vice Admiral Alexander sharp, U. s. Navr rel ttred, to 

P• placed on the retired liet rlth the rank or rlce admiral.• 

(listed in COZ18l"e11ional record under COlil'IRMATIONS •••• ) 

' 



e 

0 

e 

IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
PRESS AND RADIO 

NAVY DEPARTMENT 

MARCH 6, 1946 

TEN-MAN BOARD PREPARING NEVI EDITION NAVY REGULATIONS 

Navy Regulations, the by-laws of the Naval Establishment, are being 
revised to reflect war experiences and recent changes in administration 
and organization of the Navy. 

The revisions will . be incorporated in a new edition of Navy Regulations 
being formulated by a 10-rnan board headed by Rear _j\__gIJ:lJ.r]) _h-lexan i~L .... 
Sha1~p.1 U.S!J:h.. The last general revision was m'ac:iein 1920, although 6 ,) pr1m.ed 

.. changes 'Tmve been made since that time. 

Nevi regulations dealing with amphibious operations, aircraft com -
mands, sea frontiers and other rec ent developments of warfare will be 
included in the 1946 edition. The work of rewriting, reviewing and re
assembling the large volume 0f regulations that make up the Navy "Bible" 
will require from five to six 1nonths. 

In addition to Rear Admiral Sharp, president, the new Navy Regu
lations Board is composed of Captain John D, l'~clsey, U.S.h.; Captain Thomas 
B. Dugan, U.S.N.; Captain Willaro. J. Suits, U.S.N.; Captain George J. Dufek, 
u.s.N.; Captain Cyrus D. Bishop, Supply Corps, u.s.r~.; Captain \Villiam 
E. Eaton, r-11edical Corps, U.S.N., Retired ·; Captain Robert H, Meade, Civil 
Engineer Corps, U.S.N.; Commander George A. Rosso, Chaplain Corps, 
U.S.N., and Lieutenant Colonel John Malcolm Davis, U".S.M.C. 

Captain Francis VI. Laurent, U.S.N., Retired, is acting as counsel 
to the board, and Lieutenant Richard H. Maurer, U.S.N.R., is serving as 
recorder, 

The board tcmtatively has approved changes in the size and binder · 
of the new edition. It proposes to increase the paper size to the standard 
8-by-10-1/2 inches, and to use a thinner bind er. 

*** 
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IM .T11LEDL:'/L'E HJ~'LE'. t'.SE 
PR ESS -~·.i.·•\JD H.:.i.DIO 

DIS'l' I NGUISHE'D .SERVICE MFI" i~L I-S ;~\V,\R I??D TO 
RE /lR 1\DM JRi'lI, /:.LE :C!NDER SI-:U~RP, USN 

1., , .. ,. . d1·11 ·1rril ;' l ' ·''-'f' t1d ·r Sl,.. US N ·,f "W--.l,..)1n ') "I ·' ·:-t·1s,' ·1's \.---·- .. u. .. . . .1.l - ~').- , . 1,,r p , .• . ::i.vy,, 1...: , _. .. , •• Jl ., .... .. 

L ·1.,1cF.-W, 1\/i~::lr nd, has bee n :;.w::1rd ~ .. d th t: Di stLnrr1.1i sh~:·rl. Scrvic i:-i JV1sd --:l f) i_• 
.. , l.J ~ • 

dnt :,1 ~-~~ C,·,nnn ~.naL·r, B~ttl e sbips, /:.tbnti c F kL: t, ts :1n h.tlr..nti .c :F'l :.:it t JV,;Fl" 
T :-isk i 1'J rc 0 ~-1d ~-s c,,)m:tnr,udl: l' ,SJrvic c F ~.1rc e ; / .. tl.'",nt tc J?lu( .. t. Run ~ ..::\dl11.:.~~J 
Slr .. r p hel d th 1:: r: .nk 0f Vie c Ldm ir-:::1 dnring th u pl!riod for whi:::h th3 w:1.s c 1 t .: cl. 

'l\ ::xt :,f t.1:iG cit r t ion f~)llows: 

"F\)r 2x c c-pt ion~J lv m0rit ori ous s ervic e to tbc 
c1\~Vt:r ;·uncnt 0f th~ Unibd St:::ik s 111 :: duty · of gr (i2.t r0sp 0ilSibility 
[' s C<~nunsnd .:::r 0f a Bri.ttk~~1hip Di.vis io n, Comm ri nd,c:. r 1;3~,ttl c s:h lps, · 
,4·~t1:1..:'\_tic Fl:.-: et, '."IS rm J .. tl r-,ntic. pJ.,_:•ct M ~j ur Tr-i.sk F •~'rc s Ccnmt ~nd0r 
:_:.;let 2.s Commandc :r St:!rvic, ~, Fere r-, ,;tl :-::nti c Fh.1-:1t, durin c; th e 
fK.;rL ·d frcm ~TOVt;mb~~r 194.l, t .-; oct ohcr J.91kl. i-~ brilli.'.:!.nt , 
r'..dmini str:-i.tcr nnd to,ct ~c~2..J.1, Vi:c.J hdrnir:1.l _Sh:::.rp disc h~1rg:;d th ~' 
nr :tlt i:qJ.,:] r 1::sp1)nsibil;tics ~f hi:.:5 c ::-,rn1nand with spkn did sncc ,;s s, 
c0nsis ·~.:.~l1tly m ai.nt :::in i.ng his f orc .-::s :n n high dn.t e of c-.:>rn.br.1,t 
.:.:if i_cicncy . Cc,n:fro.nt ,-}d, 2 .. s Comm a~1d1:··r s.:~rvi.c (; F 0rc o, with ::i. 

t: .sk cf t~' t-JDt m ,,_gniti.1d,: i.n s-l19pl:'(n g ::.nd supporting th e w i.dc 
spr e:J.d vp r.:.:r:i..tiuns or tbc /:.tlr-.nttc ?L ~et, Vic :-., ./1dmLr2.l Sharp 
brc-ught t c t h is duty r-. ku .~-wledg(: r,.'1d r c,s:mrc ,Auh1uss b::ts e;d C!i. 
w l.d8 iJZ:pGr ii.:mCi."i . H:1..ndlin f!; u,c:.~~(_. c ompt:x pr Dblcms witb nw .. r! w d 
~bili. ty, bG ~lso furnl.sh <:;d eff~c t iv,; log'.s tic support fo r N::',V1,l 

· For e ..:' s 2f1 ()2 t in th ;J Jvl.Jd~ krr-:: .:1c '.: :1 1.nd t .h;;:J E :1 Shir :1 j \ tl ,tffci c and 
.c, • ,.. · 1-,· 0 • b"-:- J -~ ; tl· -, ·' t' ... , t · ., · . E ,, ...,..;. 'i .,,. ,,t ·-,r s H1· ~ -J .. n ,; Ut . • • 1n __, , ... .:>• .. .::, .n 1" .c. .l, ~,1 tc ... 110 ur~p ,_, .. n , . u -- - t. , • . ;::, 

. f0rc ,·:Lll, inspiring le2.d-::rshi p 8.r1d distin guisi'1cd s-~,rvic :.; during 
t>!i.s pe riod J-i~ve bt:.0n v it 2-l contribut l.,n~ f:=:.ctors i:l the. succ ,::ssfnl 
··--·r "'+ion~ ,--.f th r:i ' tl "' 11t ·1c Fl · l' t" ·.;!_,,..., .· # ... .i. ~ .,, J~ J.l '- t...!.• . , :. ;. • 

*** 

' 



-

~-=;;_.s 
&- . 7~. 

•- t' ; 
.I ,J...,. 

(P'~r ?~_ease to l.:orni.n~ ::~"lfs_?apc:-s 1 

l;;.:ntay , J ~Uc...7 n, 19~5). 

t o ~wbe:r 19!..4 .• • 

• 
C-eo.r~e 'if . FeF;J.Er, t:!5~2, f::>r cutst=.:- .r!ir.:; se!"'lice a..s ill" C:nbat InteiH::/ mce Off icer .. 
afL:x.t. Lie:.rte-.am. Cm..'l:ic.r Pepp:ar's 10 ~-e, a. s on , a.'1::. b-o da:ighters an1 r.is 

.... . -

-F or e."tcept::.om ll,J EJ:Eritori:>us cc!rluct in the perf:,:r:::!Ulce of o-:.t.
sta. "t<li:--6 s.a;r"rice as a., Air C:c=a.t bt.elli;.:!n:ce O:fi cer afloat . 
To u.e Jl'=r:'cr-a..,,ee of t>..is ass; i;-iad auti~ s, L'l t~e V"'...rio:is airer" ft 
ec:rr~ e :-s, !:e ,P=--ticip.atcd in V.:.e c-:,pt u.re of 1;,,.,.:,,c:ll'..al and the 
ErS .i::~ I s l ~-c s , c:.:n in the ca...-ricr raiis on 1a.T"Cus, Truk a."'ld 
t....¼ ~i.9.r.:E.S Is.-=-...,,:~. By }-1..:.s e.~~ .:!tic ~d affic.:. CJ'i.t pcrf c :::-=.a."1ce 
c~ a:ty , he c :,::itrib ut oo c.at e r~ ~1 •7 to U-.e e.ffecti..- en ;;.ss o f c~ri er 
op..erati=n.s in ~~e P~ci.:'i~ . ~ ce!ld ~ct ~d devotion to duty • ~re 
in kc-epin 6 wit h the ~-:st tr :s ;; ti o:-.s c:,f the Ur.itcd Sta te s !1;1.\,"3.1 

------ - .-------- ~-~----- -

nc. w. }fr .. jt,z 

•Fleet ~ .:,ira.1 1 U ,S. lfavy• 

in 1932. Be: cr-e e:Ji!.erir-i; th• s ervice in Feb:uary, 1942, he JP...S t?'€astL"'er of t,he 

--0--



Name Sharp, .Uexander, Jr. Rank Vice Admirnl 

Present duty Commander Service lorce, Atlantic Jleet. 

November 11, 1918 

Rank Comi:i~nder 

Duty CommRnding USS IX:l\:NES, Queenstown, Irel8nd 

World War Decorations: 

Class 
Speci&l Letter of Com.~endation b1 Secretar1 of the 
NaT1 

/ 
War with Axis Decorations: 

Class 

Service Medals 
Cuban Pacification Medel, USS MINNEAPOLIS 
Mexican Service Medal, USS CALIR>n~IA 
Victor1 Viedel, Destro1er Cla1p. USS DOWNES 
American Defen1e Service ~edal, Fleet Clasp 
Ameri1.;e.n Area ~ampaign Medal. 

Service 
Comffl.fi.nding Officer of the 
USS DOWNES, en 1~~ged in 
patrol end. escort ·:duty, 
War Zoe 

t 

Service 

Birt hp l ace and date Waehin gton, D. C. Au(!Ut!t 1~, 1885 

Home addr ess "welco me• 
Henaen 11 Lwidin~, 
l.taryle.nd. 


