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I REAR ADMIRAL ALBERT T. CHURCH 
U.S. NAVY, DECEASED 

Albert Thomas Church was born in Idaho City, Idaho, on April 
6, 1882. He was appointed Naval Cadet (at large) and entered the 
U.S. Naval Academy, Anrtapolis, Maryland, from Idaho on September 
7, 1901. His title changed to Midshipman on July 1, 1902, he was 
graduated in 1905, and after two years at sea, then required by 
law, was commissioned Ensign on January 31, 1907. He subsequently 
advanced in rank, attaining that of Captain 1n 1927, and Rear Ad­
miral, to date from June 23, 1938. On January 1, 1943 he was 
transferred to the Retired List . of the Navy, but continued active 
duty until December 1945. 

His two years at sea as a Passed Midshipman included service 
on board the USS MISSOURI, USRS LANCASTER, USRS FRANKLIN, USS 
CHARLESTON, USRS HANCOCK, and USS CONNECTICUT. After . he was com­
missioned Ensign in January 1907, he served for · two and one-half 
years in the USS CLEVELAND, operating on Asiatic Station. In 
September 1909 he returned to Annapolis for instruction at the 
Marine Engineering School, and upon completion of the course in 
May 1911 reported for brief duty as Assistant to the Inspector of 
Ordnance, at the E.W. Bliss Company, Brooklyn, New York. 

During the period August 1911 until August 1914, he had suc­
cessive duty afloat in the USS CHESTER, USS HANNIBAL and USS 
LOUISIANA. He was Senior Engineer of the CHESTER, assigned to 
stand by at Malta and Tripoli (for refugees) during the Tripolitan 
conflict, and in 1912 participated in the ice patrol established 
in the North Atlantic after the disaster of the SS TITANIC. He 
served as Executive Officer of the HANNIBAL surveying the coast cf 
Nicaragua and the eastern entrance to the Panama Canal; and was m 
board the LOUISIANA at Vera Cruz, Mexico, in 1914. 

He next had a tour of shore duty from August 1914 to June 1917 
in the Bureau of Steam Engineering, Navy Department, Washington, 
D. C. Detached during the early months of World War I, he joined 
the USS MELVILLE, and for the remainder of the war period served 
as Repair Officer for United States destroyers operating from 
British bases, and on the staff of Admiral Williams. Sims, Com­
mander, U.S. Destroyer Flotillas eperating in European Waters. 
He received a ;1pec1al Letter of Commendation as follows: "He pe~ 
formed meritorious service as Flotilla Repair Officer of the Des­
troyer Force based at Queenstown, where his zeal and activity and 
resourcefulness rnade it possible for the destroyers to maintain 
the patrol .with remarkably brief and infrequent intervals for 
ovP-rhaul." 

Upon his return to the United States in January 1919, he 
served briefly in the Bureau of Steam Engineering, Navy Department, 
and in March of that year reported as Engineer Officer of the Navy 
Yard, Puget Sound, Washington. After detachment in February 1922 
he served at sea for fifteen months as Engineer Officer on the 
Staff of Commander, Destroyer Squadrons Pacific Fleet. Returning 
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to the Bureau of Steam Engineering in August 1923, he complet ed a 
two-year tour of duty, after which he joined the steff of th e Com­
manc er in Chief, Battle Fleet, Admiral Charles F. Hughes, USN, to 
serve as Fleet Engineer. When Admiral Hughes became Comman der in 
Chief, U.S. Fleet, in September 1926, he continued duty until 
September 1927 as Aide on his Staff. 

· ,Appointed Head of the Postgraduate School at Annapolis, Mary­
land, he served in that C!9.pFtcity until June 1931 when he reported 
to the Puget Sound Navy Yard, Bremerton, Washington. There he 
served as Manager of the Yard until June 1936. Ordered next to 
the Third Naval District (with Headquarters in New York, N. Y.), 
he served as Naval Inspector of Machinery, ·with additional duty 
as Inspector of Navigational Material, for United Dry Docks, Inc., 
.~1ariners Harbor, Sta ten Island, N. y., and the Federal Shipbuild­
ing and Dry Dock Company, Kearny, New Jersey. 

Ee reported to the Office of the Assistant Seczetary of the 
Navy, Navy Department, in December 1937, and for almost two years 
thereafter served in the Shore Establishments Division. During 
that period he was promoted to Flag rank. In October 1939 he be­
came Director of the Naval Engineering Experiment Division, Naval 
Academy, Annapolis, 1"iaryland, and continued duty in that assign­
ment ~fter his retirementj until September 1944. He was then at­
ta che d to the Naval Academy until relieved of all active duty in 
December 1945. He was awarded the Legion of Merit "For exception­
ally meritorious conduct in the performance of outstanding servic e s 
to t he Government of the United States as Director of the U. S. 
Naval Engineering Experiment Station from October 19, 1939 to 
Septem ber 19, 1944 ••• 11 The citation continues: 

"Entering upon this important duty at a time of urgent need 
for tremendously increased fac 111 ties vital to the success of t}1e 
shipbuilding program, Rear Admiral Church achieved the expansi o'n 
pr oj3ct without interruption of work at hand and, in addition> 
provided capacity for greater increase. A thorou gh and vigorou s 
ad ministrator, extraordinarily skillful in directing the rese~rch 
development and testing activities of the Engineering Experiment 
Station, during a critical period, (he) has contributed distinc­
tively to the expeditious expansion and the successful operation 
an d rnaintenanee of the largest Navy in the World." 

In addition to the Legion of Merit for World War II anG his 
World War I Commendation, Rear Admiral Church had th e Mexican 
Service Medal; Victory Medal, Mobile Base Clasp · (World War t); .·· · 
American Defense Service Medal; .American Campaign MeL1al; an a; •tb e 
World.War II Victory Medal. 

Rear Admiral Church died at the Naval Hospital , Annap olis, 
Maryland, on November 14, 1954. His widow, Mrs. Albert T. (Marion 
Gibson) Church lives at 26 South gate Avenue , Annapolis, Maryla nd . 
Their sons are Ceptain William C. G. Church, CEC, USN, an d Com­
mander Albert Thomas Churc};l, USN, who are both on active c.lut y. 

i'TA VY Bi ogra phi es Section, OI-440 2~ January 1955 
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NAVY DEPARTMENT 

IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
PRESS AND RADIO JANUARY 17,1945 

LEGION OF MERIT AWARDED REAR ADMIRAL ALBERT T. CHURCH, 
U.S. NAVY, RETIRED 

Rear" Admiral Albert T. Church, u.s.N., Retired, 62, has been 
awarded the Legion of Merit in recognition of his services as Director 
of the United States Naval Engineering Experiment Station, Annapolis, 
Maryland. 

Rear Admiral Church was born in Idaho City, Idaho, and his usual 
address is 6937 Ellis Avenue, Seattle, Washington. 

His citation reads: 

"For exceptionally meritorious conduct in the 
performance of outstanding services to the Government of the 
United States as Director of the United States Naval Engineering 
Experiment Station from October 19, 1939, to September 19, 1944. 
Entering upon this important duty at a time of urgent need for 
tremendously increased facilities vital to the success of the ship­
building program, Rear Admiral Church achieved the expansion 
project without interruption of work at hand and, in adBition, 
provided capacity for greater increase. A thorough and 
vigorous administrator, extraordinary skillful in directing t.he 
research, development and testing activities of the Engineering 
Experiment Station during a critical period, Rear Admiral Church 
has contributed distinctively to the expeditious expansion 
and the successful operation and maintenance of the largest 
Navy in the world." · 

(Biography available in Biogr 1.phie:s Section, Offic e of Public 
Relations; photograph available in Pictorial Section.) . 

*** 
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'°:<?, •• ~-=us !:::rc.-i m.s c-or::-1 in Ida."10 it :;., Iia.to , a;:ril f::, 1882 , 
at~e~:. -:.~ s •· :n - ise., -ca:1 , :e..r.d was er~ in : ed to th e i;a,.-al .:i.cadeny 
fr • .:: ~ ~~t, stE.t.e in 1'1-.)- • l..:fter ~:rsdi.:.G-:.i :! he served in t.'1e U. S . S. TISSOGI , 

... :i..~""=L-;s:- : cJ:d :2:e ·-.s.s. :.:-~.JC?_C:."'T, until 19"7 when he "'oined 
-:a ~.arat.i :l.,; O."l t.<:e Asiatic Sta·ion . Cpon cor:.})~ etion of 

a ;,'s:,r..,..:'..:a :e -:.u·s~ in -~ru-ine b.~ir.,ee.rµig , t e iras a s s ista: 1t to the Ir:s;>e c-
:: :r If' .. ~.:....."1~ &.· ~ .. • .. 2 iss -:.~.a.."l_v, Brooklyn , • ~w Yor k , fo r s e veral 
t:.~~::l:s in .. _l a_r.-j &ter that year was Senio r E!"-5ineer Officer of the LS . S . 
-~ -£~:::., wt...i...-....;. u-as sssig::etl •o st.&..'1c by s.t :~lta ar ,d ':'ripoli fo r rei'u 5ees 
::..:.r:....~ t !~ c.:n.:' ict. L, 'l'ri: .Li.. In 1912 he s erved in t~:e ice patrol in t..'1e 

~~-:::-~'l. ~ :-1.~..:::.ti ~icll was esta ... lis..iied after the S . S . ?ITJ.:uC di s aste !". 

~ -:ta ~ Es.ec:: ... · '\-e :'fi er ar:.~ ~~-aviga-:or of tJ. e . S . S . P_0~tl9AL s urveying 
t::~ e::.~: ~ .... u cc~s cf .... ~ .. ~a.ra~a and he eastern entra:~ e .Lo the Par:ar....a Ca..."'lal, 
ar..i 'tG.S 5"7. ·;s?r a "'r..:~, =.:exi c , in t."-!e s ~rir'-b o!' 19- 4 @1.:i in t:.e U. S. S . 
--~:..:....s:..~:..~. : -a~ r i :1 "', l:d was oriered to d-J.t:r in t:1e Eureau of S~aI!l 
E::..;:.~€ar::.::f :::,. vy I:e~t:::e :~t .. :iric"'lg t:. e ·,.or 1 ! ~iar he was :i th e Sta.ff of 
:..c- ~r ~- ~--"• l :.:i!:: S . Sic.~ , · .s.x . ., as Re:~ O;fice r of ce :::tro ~-ers O?erating 
IT"'--=, Sr i:,i~ :: :::~e s a..~:i receiv:ad a special :.etter of ccr·-:enriation for r.ier ito r­
i :is s ~rV!. .:,, "-~1.a.1--e ·u s ~etl s.r:.o activity a:1 · resourcefuLY1ess nade it 
~ c::s:.:;lc ~-- · t ::a :e str0:--:crs t.o :-e.aint.a.in ti1( · p.at.rol -.di:...li rc.;a1 k2.bl y by-ie f 
&."::d 'i ·:..:~~a:: t i!:t.:H_ .. ,,a: s for o-rer: .aul.. " 

:":.s ~ s n t::e St.&ff of rlri"='i l"'"tl Charles F. Euches, :. s . :~:., Co~ande r in 
~:i2f, Ba - ~ . F:.e ~~., rri. .:...li ac.cit.i ucil a'uty as rl.ee t 1.'.atcrial Office :-, a.nd 

s a r.-,:;i i:1 the sao::: capacity w~le ~d::-.iral Hughe s · .. -as Co:::.>:1a....,.dc r in Chi,.;f of 
t..'1~ :_'";,'i -,,ad Sta-ws ilt;et .. 

. s::ar A~d hurch 1-:-as ~cad of t..-ie Fos½,-r E..:iuaw Sc::ool , Annapolis , 
~~.ry &..-:d, fr-:o 19.:-: until • 31 wner. h~ ,,-a::: a ?poL--itc d l.~11.a.;er of the Javy Yard , 
=-~--=-2rt :u, · ia sh.in 0-to!'l . nc WE.S c:.esignatcd for ei:ginec r L"l.g d.i.ty or-.1.y in 1928 . 

I:1 1~3<.:, hd was appc-L'l~d ·av-al Inspecto r of la.c:u.ncry and Inspe c to r of 
::,S.Y:.b:: :.i :::.1 :..1'i.terial at te'1~ r·.u-wd Dry Locks In cort orated , a..11d t..i-ic F€d :;ral 
S.~i; ~:.i..L..~~ anc. - _. r Do~;.;: Cc:::i~a.ny , Kcarn)r , • -~w Jcrsay . 

~ €:5.r Ad..--:.irc..l C~ur h ,:as on G'..l ty in t? e S:.ore ~s tablisru:: _;nt Di vision , 
, ~-- 'T I}e:,:ar:..::...;~t , fr0:1 fA;ce.:_bs;r , 193' , until S.::pte.:ibC;::-, 19)9 . On Octob.:;r 19 
o!' t::<a.-: :·.::a.i· l ,l r e :- rt cc .for c. ty a.s ~ :-.:::c t or , h!it;i!l ~e r:bg E:-..1)(:;rim ent Stati on , 
~::::..~d h.. "':i ~c.r~r. 

Rs3.r i-.d::.ira.l Chu:- t ·.a~ :.r :i.nf .fer r ed to the Retired l..ist o f ~::e . . a.vy en 
.. · a."1':.l&r j- 1, 19 ... 3 .. He ·. -i.:..: c :1t:..:-n:e or. ac:i ·."8 ci':.l.:. · :is - irectC':- , ,J~__;i:1c.e:-i:1i:; 
.::...~·~ ri .-a ::t S-.....a :.ion , !{a v-....J. .-,.c& · eny . 

~~~1~+) 
~~- ·" ··,.:..rtl C:n:r 

:.ct ry -~~c.al, ~~ .. i il e 
Sen,""i e :~e<!a_, 

!1 :ia s t..:0
., ~~exi an Service ~ed,l , 

Base Clas: ' , :; . : . 3 • . Ll 1;'ILLE, and 

~:is ~ ::e a -i ·:-e s is Boi!: e , I -::a:-,o .. 
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REAR ADMIRAL ALBERT THOMAS CHURCH, U.S. NAVY 

Rear Adniral Church was born in Idaho City, Idaho, April 6, 1882, att ended 

school in Boise, Idaho, nnd vras appointed to the lfoval Acaden;,r fron th at state in 

1901. After graduation, he served in the USS r.iISSOURI, the USS CHARLESTOU, end 

the USS com.rECTIClrr, until 1907 r:hen he joined the USS CLEVELAIID operating on the 

Asiatic station. Upon completion of o. post-grc.duate course in I1io.rine Engineering, 

he was assistant to the Inspector of Ordnance, at E. H. Bliss Conpany, Brooklyn, 
off).cer 

New York, for several nonths in 1911 ancl later tho.t yeo.r was senior engineer;of 

the USS CHESTER, which was c.s signed to stand by c.t !,ic.l t a . and Tripoli for r efuge es 

during the conflict in Tripoli. In 1912, he served th e ic e patrol in th e North 

Atlantic v1hich was established after the SS TITiJ fIC (isaster. 

He was executive of ficer and navig ator of the USS HAHlHBAL surveyin g the 

east ern coast of Nicaragua and the east ern entrance to the Panana Co.na.l, and was 

at Vera Cruz, Mexico, in the sprin g of 1914 in the USS LOUI Sil:.NA. Lo.ter in 1914, 

he was ordered to duty in the Bure au of Stecm Engineerin g, Navy Depo.rt ~ent . 

During th e Tiorld \l'ar, he was on the staff of l.dmir al Willian S. Sins, U.S. Navy, 

as Repc.ir Offic er of dest r oyers oper cting from British buses and r eceived c. 

specin.l l ette r of cor.1Denclntion for merit orious serv ice , "wher e his zeal and 

activi ty and r eso urc efuln es s mo.cle it poss ibl e f or t he destroyers to nc.int ain 

th eir patrol n i th r emarkably bri ef and. i nfr equent int erv .:::.ls for overho.ul. 11 

He wc.s on the stc.ff of Admiral Chc.rl es F . Hughes, U.S. Navy, Conmc.ndcr in 

Chi ef, Battl e Fleet, vri th addi ti onal duty us Fl eet Ha.t er ial Offic er, c.nd serv ed 

in t he srunc capo.city while Adr.liral HuGhes was Coruaande r in Chi ef of th o Unit ed 

Stat es Fle et. 

Rea r Adniro.l Church \7as head of th e post gra duat e sch ool, Annapolis, Maryland 

fron 1927 until 1931 when he was appoin t ed. r.:an<2ger of th e Navy Yar d, 
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Rear .Afa,1irr:l Albert T. Church, U.S.N. (cont::.nucd) 

Bremerton, ITushington. 
In 1936, 

He ~as designated for engineering duty only in :928. 
he was appointed naval inspector of r.w.chinery and in-

specter of nc.vigc.tionul nnterinl at the United Dry Docks, Incorporated, ~nd c.t 

the Fecerc.l Shipbuilc.ing and Dry Dock Conpany, Kec.rny, Uew J ers ey . 

Rear hdrJirnl Church was on duty in the ShorG EstnblishL1 ent Divisi on, 

Dcpnrtncnt, fron Deccnbcr 18, 1937 until October 1939 when he r eported fo r ~uty 

ns Director, Engineering Experinent Station, Uc.vc.l Acc.dc::l7. 

Rec.r Aduirnl Church h.:..s the I-.iexic~ Service 1'i0c.c.l for c1.uty in the U.S. S. 

LOUISII.NA nnd the Victory l\~odal with the Mobile Base Cl c..sp for services in the 

u .s .s. rmLVILLE. 

Horae: Boise, Idaho. 

* * * * 
0 3/21/41 
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NAVY DEPARTMENT 

BUREAU OF NAVIGATION 

WASHINGTON, 0. C. 

18 November 193 7. 
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CAPTAI N ALBERT THOM.AS CHURCH, U. S. NAVY. 
RE: SEaVICE OF 

' - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - l 

a . 

6 . . 

1882 Apr 6 Born at Idaho City, Idaho. 

1901 
1902 
1905 

1906 

1907 

1909 

1910 

1911 

1912 
1913 
1914 

1916 
1917 

1918 
1919 
1921 
1922 

1923 
1925 

Sep 7 Appointed Naval Cadet from Idaho, at lar ge . 
Jul l Title changed to 1~:idshipman. 
U .S.S. MIS SOURI."' 
u.s.R.s. LANCASTER. 
U.S .R.S. FRA.NKLIN . / 
U.S.S. CHARLESTON. 
U.S. R. S. HANCOCK. / 
U .S .s. CONNECTICur. 
Ensign. 
U.S.S. CLEVELAND. 
Naval Academy, .Annapolis, Maryland. ( Instruction in 
Karine Engineering School) 
Lieutenant, junior grade. 
Lieutenant. 
Works E. w. Bliss Co., Brooklyn, New York (Assistant 
to Inspector of Ordnance) 
u.s.s. CHESTER [Senior Engineer Officer) 
u.s.s. HANNIBAL (Executive and Navigator) 
U .S.S. LOUIS I.AHA. 
Bureau of Steam Engineering, Navy Depart ment, ... ashington,D.C. 
(Additional duty as Inspector of Machinery, Sparro ws 
P oint , ~ d • ) . 

Lieutenant Comrmnder. 
u.s.s. lili:LVILLE (Repair Officer of destroyers oper ating 
from British Bases) 
Additional duty on Staff, CoIDII1ander, U.S.Destroyer 
Flotillas oper ati ng in European V aters as Repair 
Off icer, Destro ye r Flotillas. 
CorruP.ander, temporary. 
navy Yard, Puge t Sound, \'!ashington, (te mporary). 
Commander. 
Destroyer Squadrons, Pacific Fleet( Aide on Staff, 
Commander ); ad ditional duty as Eng ineer Off icer, 
Destroyer Squadron s , Pacific Fleet. 
Bureau of En gi neeri ng , V'iashington , D.C . 
Ba ttle Flee tl Flee t Eng ineer)(Aide on Staff) 
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1926 u. s. Fleet. (Aide on Staff); additional duty Fleet 
Material Officer. 

1927 Captain. 
Naval Academy, Annapolis, i.:d. (Head of Postgraduate 
School) 

1931 Navy Yard, Puget Sound, Washington (Manager of Navy 
Yard) 

1936 United Dry Docks, Inc. (Naval Inspector of Machinery); 
additional duty, Naval Inspector of 11:achinery, Federal 
Shipbuilding and Dry Dock Company, Kearny, N.J.; 
Naval Inspector ofl v~achinery, United Dry Docks, Inc., 
:Mariner's Harbor, Staten Island, N.Y.; and Inspector, 
Navi gational ll~aterial, United Dry Docks, Inc., and the 
Federal Shipbuilding and Dry Dock Company. (Rep 
26 June 193 6) 

To perform engineering duty only under provisions of 
Act of 29 August 1916, as amended by Act of 111. :ay 1928. 

Completed post graduate course in mechan i cal en gineering. 

Awarded Special Letter of Commendation by Navy Depart­
ment for service during Norld v:ar: 

"He performecr meritorious service as 
Flotilla Repair Officer of the Destroyer 
Force based at Queenstown, 'v"Jhere his zeal, 
activity and resourcefulness ro.ade it 
possible for the destroyers to maintain 
their patrol with remarkably brief and 
infrequent intervals for overhaul.n 

Mexican Service 11edal, U.S .S. LOUISIANA. 

Victory :r:-edal, ]:.obile Base Clasp, U.S.S. 11ELVILL E . 

Usual residence: 200 E . Ida ho Street, 
Boise, Idaho. 

-2-
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REAR ADMIRAL ALBERT THOMAS CHURCH, U. S. NAVY, RETIRED, 5746 l>1=cE/;.f£b 

TRANSCRIPT OF NAVAL SERVICE 

---------------------------------------
6 Apr 1882 Born 

Midshipman, U.S. Navy 
Ensi gn, U. s. Navy 
Rear Admiral, U.S. Navy 

7 Sep 1901 
31 Jan 1907 
23 Jun 1938 
l Jan 1943 Placed on Retired List and continued on active duty 

SHIPS AND STATIONS 

USS CLEVELAND 
U.S. Naval Academy, Annapolis, Md. 
Brooklyn Navy Yd. (Asst. to Insp. of Ordnance) 
USS CHESTER 
USS HANNIBAL 
USS LOUISIANA 
Bureau of Steam Engineering, Dept of the Navy, 
Washington, D. C. 

USS MELVILLE (Repair Officer of Destroyers Operating 
from British Bases) 

Bureau of Steam Engineering, Dept of the Navy, 
Washington, D. C. 

Navy Yard, Pudget Sound, Bremerton, Wash. (Engineer 
Officer of the yard) 

Destroyer Squadrons Pacific Fleet (Engineer Offic er) 
Bureau of Engineering, Dept of the Navy, Wash., D. C. 
USS CAUFORNIA (Fleet Engineer in Commander in Chief 

FROM 

Mar 1907 
Sep 1909 
May 1911 
Aug 1911 
Oct 1912 
Dec 1913 

Aug 1914 

Jul 1917 

Jan 1919 

Mar 1919 
Mar 1922 
Aug 1923 

Battle Fleet) Sep 1925 
U.S. Fleet (Aide on Staff of Commander-in-Chief) Sep 1926 
U.S. Naval AcadeII\Y, Annapolis, Md. (Head, ' Postgraduate 
School) Sep 1927 

· Navy Yard, Puget Sd., Bremerton, Wash. · · Jun 1931 
Commandant, THIRD Naval District (Insp. of Mach.) Jun 1936 
Office of the Asst. Secretary of Navy, Dept of the Navy, 
Wash., D. C. (Shore Establishments Division) Dec 1937 

U.S. Naval Engineering Experiment Station, Annapolis, 
Md. (Director) 

U. s. Naval Academy, Annapolis, Md. 

Schools attended before Naval Academy: Not in record 

Next of Kin: Marion Gibson Church 

Oct 1939 
Sep 1944 

Date and place of Marri age: Not o~,recor q.,,J~ 
Children: ¥William C. G. Churc5~ USN;~ T. Church ~, c)sJ 
Father: Not in record 1 

' 

Mother: Not in record 
Home Address: 26 Southgate Ave., Annapolis, Md. 

TO -
Aug 1909 
May 1911 
Aug 1911 
Oct 1912 
Dec 1913 
Aug 1914 

Jun 1917 

Jan 1919 

Mar 1919 

Feb 1922 
Jul 1923 
Aug 1925 

Sep 1926 
Sep 1927 

Jun 1931 
Jun 1936 
Dec 1937 

Sep 1939 

Sep 1944 
Dec 1945 


